
Alumni Weekend Set for September 17-19! 
Annual Gathering Features Friday Night Football Game; Phase 2 Re-Launch Event 

 

By: Matthew Hess, ZΔ ‘00  
 

C 
oming off a year unlike any 
other, we could not be more 
excited to announce that we 
will once again be hosting 

our annual Alumni Weekend down at 
the Lodge! 

This year’s event will take place on 
the weekend of September 17, 2021, at 
the new Lodge located at 710 West Ohio 
Street in Urbana. 

The pandemic has affected the lives of 
all of us in many different ways. One 
thing we have come to appreciate after a 
year of lockdowns is the value of Broth-
erhood, and of the ability to share our 
experiences and our lives with each oth-
er. After a year of not being able to hold 
any events, this is sure to be a great time.  

We’ll kick off the weekend with our 
inaugural Alumni Golf Outing at the 
University of Illinois Golf Course (the 
Blue course) on Friday morning at 10:00 
a.m. To reserve a spot, please contact 
Jeremy Doser at (815) 474-8280. Details 
will follow, but the day’s winner will 
receive the coveted purple jacket. 

If you can’t make it down to campus 
in time to play golf, we still encourage 
everyone to come down on Friday be-
cause we have a rare Friday night foot-
ball game that weekend! The Fighting 
Illini will take on the Maryland Terra-
pins at 8:00 p.m. at Memorial Stadium, 
so there will be tailgating at the Lodge 
all afternoon leading up to the game.  

Although they might not win the Big 
Ten West, this year’s Fighting Illini 
squad should be fun to watch. We also 
have a block of tickets reserved for the 
game. To register for your ticket, please 
follow the link that was previously sent 
out through our Neon system. 

On Saturday, we’ll get the day kicked 
off at 9:00 a.m. with Breakfast at the 
Lodge. The annual meeting of the full 
Alumni Corporation membership will 
take place at 11:00 a.m., at which time 

elections for next year’s Board of Direc-
tors will take place. If you would like to 
nominate yourself or anyone else for a 
position on the Board, please contact 

Jeremy Doser at JeremyD71@yahoo.com 
or Paul Parks at poparks2@yahoo.com. 

After the meeting, the rest of the 

weekend is open for bonding and revel-
ry. We’ll be having a Beer Guy tourna-
ment during the afternoon (or for the 
older generation, perhaps some Whales 
Tails), and at 5:00 p.m. we’ll be hosting a 
small ceremony to mark the re-launch of 
Phase 2 of the Restoring Excellence Cap-
ital Campaign. Food will be provided, as 
will an update on our fundraising pro-
gress thus far. 

The rest of Saturday will be open for 
alumni and actives to just hang out and 
get to know one another, which we don’t 
get the opportunity to do often enough. 

As you may remember, in years past 
we used to hold our alumni reunion 
weekends in September in addition to 
hosting Homecoming activities in Octo-
ber of each year. This is the first year 
that we are following through on our 
plan to make the annual Alumni Week-
end the main time for Zeta Delta alumni 
to gather down at the Lodge. We hope 
that by moving the annual meeting to 
September, that our alumni are able to 
avoid Homecoming traffic, get a ticket to 
the game easier, and have easier access 
to hotel rooms. 

Hosting the Alumni Weekend in Sep-
tember also frees up Homecoming for 
those of you who want to participate in 
the many events hosted by the Universi-
ty of Illinois. Homecoming is scheduled 
for the weekend of October 9, and the 
Illini will take on the Wisconsin Badgers 
that day. Of course, you are more than 
welcome to stop by the Lodge if you de-
cide to come down that weekend, but 
you are also free to tour the campus or 
partake in any other activities that might 
interest you that weekend. 

We will keep you informed of any 
updates to the schedule for Alumni 
Weekend via email. If you have not been 
receiving our emails through our new 
Neon system, please check your spam 
folder to see if they ended up there. 

We look forward to seeing you all 
down at the Lodge on September 17!  

 
Friday, September 17th 

 

10:00 a.m.    Alumni Golf Outing at the  
      U. of I. Blue Course 

  
Afternoon   Tailgating and Bags at the   
      Lodge. 
 

8:00 p.m.    Illinois vs. Maryland  
      Football Game 

To reserve your $25 ticket in the Chi Psi block 
log onto Neon or click the link below:  

https://azdchipsi.app.neoncrm.com/np/
clients/azdchipsi/event.jsp?event=3&  

 

After the game  Head back to the Lodge for  
      late night karaoke! 
 

Saturday, September 18th 

 

9:00 a.m.     Breakfast at the Lodge 

  

11:00 a.m.    Annual Alumni Corporation 
      Meeting and Elections 

  

Afternoon    Beer Guy (also known as  
      Beer Die) Tournament 

  

5:00 p.m.   Dinner and Re-Launch  
      Event for Phase 2 of the  
      Restoring Excellence Capital  
      Campaign 

 

Late Evening   Head to Campustown Bars 

https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/3ngbxpCearXxk7y-xp4pAogqT4pd4XU8VUmv03ysbZI=/keTxmTD7LNaw-rzWJafzWvR4g1gL87JKkfyXDEDVjzU=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/3ngbxpCearXxk7y-xp4pAogqT4pd4XU8VUmv03ysbZI=/keTxmTD7LNaw-rzWJafzWvR4g1gL87JKkfyXDEDVjzU=


Undergraduates Refuse to Let Pandemic 

Slow Their Progress Toward Excellence   
By: Paul Parks, ZΔ ‘03 
 

T 
he COVID-19 Pandemic has 
continued to stifle many as-
pects of life over the last year 
and a half, but Alpha Zeta 

Delta's progress in Urbana continues to 
forge ahead. It pains me, as I'm sure it 
does many of you, that none of us have 
been able to gather at 
the Lodge the past three 
semesters, and much of 
our Chi Psi exposure has 
come in the form of up-
dates via email, newslet-
ters or Zoom. On the 
bright side, all I have is 
more good news for 
which to update you. 

After ending the 2019
-2020 academic year as 
finalists for both the 
Founders’ Trophy and 
Goodbody Award, the 
undergraduates were 
able to navigate through 
the many barriers which 
made rush and socializ-
ing near impossible yet 
come out on the other 
end with a cumulative 
GPA of 3.70, good for 
3rd on campus. The un-
dergraduates followed 
this up with a 3.72 GPA 
this past Spring, earning them the Good-
body Award at this year’s Annual Con-
vention. 

A new executive board was elected in 
the Fall 2020 semester lead by the #1, 
Noah Jon, who is also the Midwest Re-
gional Representative on the Chi Psi Na-
tional Executive Council. The newly 
elected board, made up of mostly 
younger gentlemen, has done an incredi-

ble job strengthening the bonds between 
the brothers by keeping them engaged in 
new and creative ways.  

I hope all of you can truly appreciate 
how difficult it would be to keep a 
group of 35 young men involved when 
you can only socialize through a com-
puter or in a small group while wearing 
a mask. This group has been a joy to 

work with given their willingness to 
learn and buy into the many philoso-
phies that establish and maintain a suc-
cessful Alpha. Their ability to compre-
hend the importance of scholarship, 
training their predecessors, paying bills, 
and living in the Lodge is encouraging 
for the longevity of their success. 

The University has continued to rec-
ognize the growth and excellence 

demonstrated by Zeta Delta. During the 
Interfraternity Council (IFC) Greek Os-
cars Ceremony, Zeta Delta earned the 
following awards: 

Commitment to Philanthropy: 2nd 
Place 

Scholarship: 3rd Place 
Member Development: 2nd Place 
Risk Management: 3rd Place  

As a group the under-
graduates worked with 
Alpha Relations Chair-
man Colin Johnson, ZΔ 
'06, and his mentee to 
create what's being 
dubbed as the 
"Gentlemen's Panel." 
Every few months a pan-
el of Alumni will partici-
pate in a fireside chat 
with the undergraduates 
regarding a topic of in-
terest to include resume 
building, job interview 
tips, starting a business, 
etc. This type of collabo-
ration between alumni 
and the undergraduates 
is just one of many ex-
amples of how Zeta Del-
ta continues to strive for 
excellence. 
As you can see, Zeta Del-
ta is quickly establishing 
itself as a top-tier frater-

nity on campus. I'm excited to begin the 
2021-2022 academic year with every 
room in the Lodge occupied with at least 
one body. None of this would be possi-
ble without your support and I hope that 
many of you will get a chance to meet 
the gentlemen of Zeta Delta in the Fall. 
We have a robust events calendar ready 
to go, hope to see you all soon! 

The undergraduate executive board conducts its business in the Preble Family 
Library around this table so generously donated by Neal Rushforth, M.D., ZΔ ‘03. 
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 It’s That Time of  
Year Again! 

D 
ear Alumni Brothers, 
 
The last many months of 
Covid-19 have put a halt 

on many activities for most organiza-
tions including AZΔ and AZΔ Alumni.  
Our greatest hope is that you and your 
families are safe and have moved past 
these challenges while looking forward 
to re-engaging our social lives with 
family, friends and your AZΔ brothers.   

Despite these setbacks, the under-
graduate brothers have answered the 
call with their academic performance, 
recruitment, brotherhood and overall 
growth of the alpha.  As AZΔ Alumni 
Brothers, we should celebrate their suc-
cess and follow through on our commit-
ments to supporting their needs.   

The Alumni Corporation is working 
on events and ways we can engage with 
the undergraduate and Alumni broth-
ers but cannot do it without your help.   
To start we need alumni to start paying 
dues again!  In years past year dues 
contributions have diminished signifi-
cantly and will need AZΔ Alumni to 
step up and help the Alumni Corpora-
tion with these fees.  

Dues are $55.00 per year ($45.00 for 
anyone who has graduated within the 
last five years), and are an important 
source of revenue for the Alumni Cor-
poration.  

To those of you who have contribut-
ed in recent years, thank you! Your con-
tinued support and dedication to AZΔ 
is greatly appreciated. To those who 
have not paid dues in a while, we re-
spectfully ask that you take a moment 
now to renew your commitment to AZΔ  
to help provide the same undergradu-
ate experience in the new Lodge to fu-
ture AZΔ  as what you were able to 
have.  

You can pay your dues by mailing a 
check to our treasurer, Eugene Bord, ZΔ 
‘06, at 1115 Whitfield Road, North-
brook, IL 60062, or online through our 
secure payment portal via the Neon-
CRM program that we began using last 
year by following this link:   

https://azdchipsi.app.neoncrm.com/
np/clients/azdchipsi/

membershipJoin.jsp 
 
Thank you all again for your contin-

ued support of AZΔ. 
 
YITB, 
Mathew Murphy, ZΔ ‘90 

Outdoor Leadership Program Provides 

Opportunity for Brothers to Grow and Bond 

Editor’s Note: The Outdoor Leadership 
Program (OLP) was started in 2019. It is 
sponsored by the Ahlberg Family and pro-
vides an opportunity for Brothers to take a 
trip together and have an outstanding ad-
venture in the outdoors. During the trip, a 
facilitator leads a conversation about men-
tal health, and participants gain an appreci-
ation of the value of substance-free activi-
ties, the shock and awe of being outdoors, 
and general leadership. In 2019, Brothers 
went on a whitewater rafting trip ion the 
Chattahoochee River in Georgia. Partici-
pants of this year’s program hiked part of 
the Appalachian Trail in Virginia. Evan 
Fouts, ZΔ ‘22, was one of the participants. 

 
By: Evan Fouts, ZΔ ‘22 
 

T 
he trip to the Appalachian 
Trail in Virginia this sum-
mer was an incredible op-
portunity that demonstrated 

how valuable nature is to one’s mental 
health. Though I was a little nervous 
upon arrival, I quickly bonded with 
Brothers from around the country that I 
had never met before. The long hikes 
were a challenge we faced together, 
while also giving us ample time to get 
to know each other. Throughout these 

hikes we 
found our-
selves collec-
tively taking 
a moment to 
appreciate 
the things 
we were see-
ing, whether 
it was the 
vast land-
scape, a 
group of 
wild ponies, 
or just a cou-
ple of other 

hikers who wanted to wish us happy 
trails. 

My favorite moment of all was on 
our second night: we finished setting 
up camp in this forest that looked like it 

belonged in a fantasy movie and got a 
fire going to keep us warm while we 
made dinner. By the time it started to 
get dark, we hiked over to a spot we 
had been before, where we climbed 
onto a set of ginormous boulders to 

watch the sunset. The way the sun hit 
the clouds passing over the tops of the 
mountains was absolutely breathtaking 
and the sky slowly turning to this beau-
tiful shade of red brought an actual tear 
to my eye. This is a moment I’ll never 
forget and cannot be more thankful to 
have experienced. 

After returning to camp, we all sat 
down around the fire to discuss different 
ways our Alphas can support the mental 
health of our brothers and the im-
portance 
of nature 
in doing 
so. It was 
wonder-
ful to 
hear the 
resources 
people 
were 
providing their Alpha to ensure the 
wellness of the brotherhood, and I am 
excited to share those with our Alpha at 
the University of Illinois. 

I would like to express my grati-
tude for the support from donors that 
make the Outdoor Leadership Pro-
gram possible. Thank you for allow-
ing this opportunity for us to learn 
and grow together. 

https://azdchipsi.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/azdchipsi/membershipJoin.jsp
https://azdchipsi.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/azdchipsi/membershipJoin.jsp
https://azdchipsi.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/azdchipsi/membershipJoin.jsp


 
By: Matthew Hess, ZΔ ‘00  
 

F 
or the first time since 
winning the Founders’ 
Trophy at Chi Psi’s 
159th Annual Conven-

tion in 2000, the undergraduate 
delegates of Alpha Zeta Delta re-
turned to Urbana from this year’s 
Annual Convention with a suit-
case full of hardware., winning the 
prestigious Goodbody Award! 

Chi Psi’s 180th Annual Conven-
tion was held on July 21-25, 2021 
at Alpha Pi Delta (North Carolina 
State) in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Noah Jon, ZΔ ‘23, #1, represented 
the Alpha along with recruitment 
chairman Matthew Bielawski, ZΔ 
‘23, and former #1, Evan Fouts, ZΔ 
‘21. Carrying the banner for the 
Alumni Corporation were presi-
dent Paul Parks, ZΔ ‘03, and Todd 
Fouts, ZΔ ‘89. 

The Goodbody Award was the 
gift of John L. Goodbody, Θ 1908, 
and first awarded in 1949. It is 
awarded annually to that Alpha 
whose scholastic average com-
pares most favorably with the all-
men's average on campus and 

makes the best use of the programs of 
The Chi Psi Educational Trust. 

Zeta Delta has been a finalist for the 
Goodbody Award for the past several 
years, and we could not be more proud 
of our undergraduate Brothers for their 
academic achievement this past year, 
under extremely difficult circumstances. 

In addition to the Goodbody Award, 
the Zeta Delta Alumni Corporation also 
received the Hiram L. Kennicott Award. 
These awards are presented annually to 
Alphas that have maintained excellent 
communications with their alumni di-
rectly and through The Purple and 
Gold.   

Brother Jon also came home from 
Convention with a $2,500 check in his 
pocket after winning the David R. Dun-
lop Scholarship. This scholarship was 
created in 2013 through a gift from 
Brother and Mrs. Henry E. Bartels, P ‘45, 
Ψ '48, to honor Dave Dunlop, Ψ '59, a 
stalwart Fraternity volunteer. 

The Thayer Trophy (most outstand-
ing Alpha) was awarded to Alpha Phi 
Delta (Kentucky), and the Founders’ 
Trophy went to Alpha Xi Delta (Texas 
Tech). Bert Johnson, Σ ‘82, was present-
ed with the Distinguished Service 
Award, which is Chi Psi Fraternity’s 
highest honor. 

Zeta Delta Brings Home Goodbody Award 

Remarks from the #1: Noah Jon, ZΔ ’23 
By: Noah Jon, ZΔ ‘23, #1 
 

T 
wenty-twenty has been quite 
the roller coaster of a year. 
We started with fires in Aus-
tralia and throughout the 

United States and ended with the ongo-
ing Coronavirus Pandemic. Throughout 
these troubling times, the Brothers of 
AZD have stayed strong, safe, and better 
than ever. With the mandatory tests re-
quired by the university and through 
wearing masks and social distancing, we 
have been able to mitigate the risks of 
Covid-19 and keep each other safe. As 
the newly elected #1, I’ve assumed the 
responsibilities of keeping our Brothers 
safe and growing AZD to new successes. 
Through the great work of previous #1s 
and the support of the alumni, our tran-
sition to the new lodge has been a suc-
cessful journey and we hope to only go 
up from there. 

This pandemic has changed many 
aspects of our lives in many drastic 

ways. No more were the days when we 
could bring new prospects to the Lodge 
at any time and show off our beautiful 
new house in person. Now everything 
was over a zoom call. Zoom calls for 
general meetings. Zoom calls for recruit-
ment events. Zoom calls for social 
events. Zoom calls had taken over our 
daily lives in every way possible, but 
we’ve managed to overcome these limi-
tations. This last year we recruited 11 
gentlemen that have exemplified their 
work ethic and dedication to the broth-
erhood in these trying times. There were 
many concerns from potential new 
members regarding financial standings, 
coronavirus concerns, and others but we 
didn’t let this stop us from recruiting 
and growing our Alpha.  

This year has been a very difficult and 
changing year for everyone, especially 
for the Brothers of Alpha Zeta Delta. 
However, we have stayed strong and 
committed to our brotherhood and to 
the safety of all our Brothers. Each and 

every brother followed the guidelines 
set by the executive council and contin-
ued to make the safety of each brother 
the priority. Without the commitment of 
each brother, we would not have been 
able to succeed during these trying 
times. We have made many improve-
ments in all aspects of our operation and 
will continue to improve ourselves as 
the new semester begins. I’m hopeful 
that we will start the year strong and be 
able to grow in all aspects. I know that 
every brother is excited and motivated 
for this upcoming year as we increase 
vaccination numbers, which should al-
low more in person events that we have 
been unable to hold. This year was a 
large obstacle for us, but we pushed 
through it and became stronger because 
of it. As the current #1, I am proud of all 
the accomplishments that we have been 
able to achieve and cannot wait for the 
start of a new, and hopefully normal, 
semester. 

Noah Jon, ZΔ ‘23, #1, shows off the Goodbody 
Award flanked by Evan Fouts, ZΔ ‘21, Todd 

Fouts, ZΔ ‘89, Paul Parks, ZΔ ‘03, and Matthew 
Bielawski, ZΔ ‘23 (Left to Right). 





 

In the Spotlight: 

James Dwyer, ZΔ ’72 

A 
lpha Zeta Delta has under-
gone an enormous makeo-
ver during these last few 
decades. In addition to los-

ing the Lodge at 912 South Second Street 
and roaming from Lodge to Lodge until 
finally settling in at 710 West Ohio Street 
in 2019, the makeup of our Brotherhood 
has undergone a similarly extreme trans-
formation. 

But there is one hallmark of a Zeta 
Delta Brother that has not changed over 
the years - an initial aversion to Greek 
life. 

Dating back to the late 1990’s and 
2000’s, Brothers consistently reported 
not being interested in joining a fraterni-
ty upon arriving on campus. Even today, 
if you get a chance to ask the current 
undergraduates, a good many of them 
will say the same thing. 

Since the sale of the old Lodge, Zeta 
Delta has not been a fraternity that at-
tracted the stereotypical “frat guy.” The 
Brotherhood has taken pride in being a 
“Fraternity of Gentlemen,” and a majori-
ty of Brothers report joining the Lodge 
for the simple reason that it did not feel 
like a fraternity but rather just a group of 
friends. 

Unbeknownst to many, that defining 
characteristic of a Zeta Delta Brother 
dates back farther than you might think. 
It seems that Zeta Delta has never felt 
like a typical fraternity. Brother Jim 
Dwyer, ZΔ ’72, certainly felt that way 
when he pledged the Lodge in 1969. 

“I never intended to join a fraterni-
ty, but my roommate at Armory 
House, Jim Williamson, was going 
through spring rush in 1969.  He 
asked if I would tag along to some of 
the houses he was considering, and 
so I did.  When we got to Chi Psi, I 
was really impressed.  The guys did-
n’t act like a bunch of fraternity jerks.  
They were great with no phony as-
pects to their character.” 

Back in those days, the University 
of Illinois conducted a formal rush 
process for fraternities in which po-
tential recruits were given cards to 
carry with them. Dwyer recalls, 
“When I did pledge, Keith Viglietta, 
known to most as ‘Boot,’ asked me for 
my pledge card.  I said I didn’t have one 
because I never officially signed up for 
rush.  Didn’t matter. I became a Chi Psi, 
and it was one of the best decisions I 

ever made.” 
Brother Dwyer was a Political Science 

major as an undergrad and hoped to go 
to law school after graduation, but the 
universe had other plans for him. Rather 

than enroll in law school, Brother Dwyer 
decided to obtain a Master’s Degree in 
Journalism in 1974. Twenty-one days 
after getting his degree, he started work 
as a police, court and Northwest Indiana 
reporter for a regional daily newspaper 
in Chicago. Thereafter, Dwyer became 
managing editor of a suburban chain of 
newspapers, where he had the oppor-
tunity to cover Ronald Reagan’s presi-
dential campaign. “I was marveled at 

how wonderful he treated everyone 
around him. There was no phoniness 
about him.” 

From there, Dwyer transitioned into 
the field of corporate communications, 
working for 20 years at various 

healthcare institutions before serving as 
a senior communications executive for 
the Catholic Church. 

“When I was with the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, I will never forget the time 
when I handled the media for Harry 
Caray’s funeral Mass.  The legendary 
Chicago Cub announcer died on Febru-
ary 14, 1997.  The following week, his 
wife, Dutchie Caray, came to the Holy 
Name Cathedral and told us that she 
would prefer a private funeral, but she 
realized that Harry was such a public 
person, so she just left us with Pete 
Vonachen, Caray’s best friend, to protect 
the family’s interest in the funeral ar-
rangement.” 

Dwyer continued, “[a]s we sat in the 
Cathedral conference room, Vonachen 
was seated next to me and asked how 
long the funeral Mass would be. I asked 
him how long his eulogy was going to 
be, and he informed me that he gets 
pretty long-winded.  I told Vonachen 
that the Mass would probably take at 
least an hour and a half.  He gave me a 
gentle elbow to the ribs and quipped, 
‘That will be the longest Harry’s ever 
been in church in this life.’”   

Born and raised on the South side of 
Chicago, Brother Dwyer is now semi-
retired and living in Arizona. “My final 
memory of my time with the archdiocese 
took place when I resigned to move to 
Phoenix, Arizona.  Cardinal Francis 
George came into my office and wished 
me well then gave me one of the highest 

professional compliments I ever re-
ceived. He told me that when the 
archdiocese is in the midst of a crisis, 
everyone else is reacting, but you are 
thinking about how best to respond.  
He said that he viewed that as a rare 
quality, and that he will miss me for 
that reason.  Cardinal George always 
treated me with dignity and respect, 
and I will never forget what a won-
derful human being he was.” 
Brother Dwyer credits his time in the 
Lodge for teaching him how to relate 
to people with diverse points of 
view. “We had brothers in the house 
who were far left to far right and eve-

rything in between.  While we often had 
heated discussions, it didn’t keep us 
from respecting each other.” Dealing 
with diverse personalities and points of 
view is of critical importance because it 

(Continued on page 7) 



The Sports Page 
Bielema Provides Cause for Optimism 

teaches you how to stand your ground without alienating 
those who don’t view things the same way. 

As to some of his favorite memories in the Lodge, Brother 
Dwyer had this to share: “In the Fall of 1969, the Lodge put up 
a Homecoming sign that said, ‘Moratorium on Homecoming: 
No homecoming until the boys come home.’  It gained cam-
pus-wide attention, so much so that in the following year, the 
[University’s] Homecoming Committee came up with the 
theme, “Homecoming is when the Boys Come Home.”  They 
stole our theme, but it didn’t matter because we put up anoth-
er sign that said, ‘If Homecoming is when the Boys come 
home, then why the hell are we celebrating.’  We actually won 

an award for that one.” 
Brother Dwyer resides in Phoenix with his wife of 27 years, 

Tina. They have one daughter, and he stays in touch with 
many Chi Psi’s to this date. In his free time, Dwyer enjoys 
working out, which he has been doing for 54 years (weights, 
running, swimming, biking and hiking). “I also attempt to 
play golf and I can bowl fairly well when I have time.” 

As for some words of wisdom for the undergraduates, 
Dwyer offered the following: “If you are afraid of being hurt 
by life or facing adversity, don’t walk out the door in the 
morning.  Everyone faces difficulty in their lifetimes, some 
more than others.  However, if you can endure the tough 
times and stay true to who you are, you might up with a life 
far better than you ever thought possible.  Life isn’t fair, but 
sometimes it works unfairly against you and sometimes it 
works unfairly for you.  I had to learn that the world doesn’t 
revolve in Dwyer time, and if I was more patient, I could have 
a greater life than I ever thought possible, and I have.” 

Dwyer 
(Continued from page 6) 

By: Matthew Hess, ZΔ ‘00 
 

W 
hen new Athletic Direc-
tor Josh Whitman hired 
Lovie Smith to coach the 
Fighting Illini football 

team in 2016, it created shockwaves 
throughout college football. The thought 
was that Lovie would create energy and 
excitement in Champaign and put the 
Fighting Illini back on the football map. 

Those shockwaves quickly dissipated, 
and the Smith era ended with a thud last 
year after yet another disappointing sea-
son. 

Whitman’s latest hire, Bret Bielema, 
did not generate the same amount of 
enthusiasm nationally, but it could turn 
out to be the transformative hire Whit-
man has been looking for all along. 

Bielema, the former head coach of the 
Arkansas Razorbacks and Wisconsin 
Badgers, is not a flawless individual. But 
there is no doubt that he is a profession-
al college football coach. He has three 
Big Ten championships under his belt 
and was named Big Ten Coach of the 
Year in 2006. He won multiple bowl 
games as the head coach of Arkansas, 
where he took over a paltry Razorback 
squad and garnered a 29-34 record in a 
difficult SEC West. He has brought in a 
talented coaching staff, and he knows 
how to foster the relationships necessary 
to recruit in the Big Ten. And unlike the 
prior coach, Bielema seems energized 
and eager to transform Illinois into a 
respectable football program. 

His game plans will be no secret. On 
offense, Bielema and offensive coordina-
tor Tony Peterson will focus on the run-
ning game, often utilizing two tight-end 
sets and taking advantage of his talented 
offensive line. Tight end Daniel Barker 
returns, as does former Georgia transfer 
Luke Ford whom the staff likes.  

The quarter-
back under will be 
asked to be more 
of a pocket passer 
than in years past, 
which will suit 
Brandon Peters 
and Rutgers trans-
fer Artur Sitkow-
ski. Isaiah Wil-
liams, who was 
Lovie Smith’s 
prized quarter-
back recruit three 
years ago, will 
move to wide re-
ceiver and will be utilized mostly in the 
slot. On the outside, it will be former 
Miami transfer Brian Hightower and 
Notre Dame transfer Jafar Armstrong. 

But the focus of the offense will be the 
running attack, led by Chase Brown. As 
a sophomore, Brown rushed for 540 
yards, averaging 5.2 yards per carry. He 
will be the Illini’s workhorse, and he will 
have the luxury of running behind a sol-
id offensive line – always a strength of a 
Bielema coached team. Enormously tal-
ented, it would be no surprise if Brown 
ends up leading the Big Ten in rushing. 

On defense, there is work to do to 
transform a squad that ranked dead last 
in the Big Ten last year. Jake Hansen 
returns for what seems like his fifteenth 
season. He will provide leadership and 
stability to a defense that is undergoing 
a change from a 4-3 to a 3-4 scheme. The 
success of the new scheme will depend 

on the production 
of nose tackle Ro-
derick Perry, who 
transferred from 
South Carolina 
State before last 
season. 
This year’s sched-
ule does not look 
as daunting as in 
years past. The 
toughest oppo-
nent on the sched-
ule is Wisconsin, 
whom the Illini 
will face at home 

on Homecoming weekend (Oct. 9). The 
team will travel to Purdue on September 
25; Penn State on October 23; Minnesota 
on November 6; and Iowa on November 
20. Winning one or two of those games 
should set the Illini up for a bowl game 
this year. 

There has not been a lot to cheer 
about in recent years when it comes to 
the Illini football program. But this is the 
time of year that we can all be excited, 
and for those of us who are eternal opti-
mists, it looks like we have legitimate 
reasons to be optimistic this year. 

RB Chase Brown is primed for a breakout year. 



Event Schedule 

 

   

 

 

Aug. 20-21  Buell Scholarship  
     Interviews 
     The Lodge 
 
Sep. 17-19  Alumni Weekend 
     The Lodge 
 
     Illini v. Maryland  
     Friday at 8:00 p.m. 
     Memorial Stadium 
 
     Annual Alumni Corp.  
     Meeting Saturday at  
     11:00 a.m. 
     The Lodge 
 
Oct. 9   Homecoming 
     The Lodge 

     Illini v. Wisconsin  
     Time TBD 
      
Dec. 3-4  Initiation 
     The Lodge 
    

 

For Information and Updates, see 

www.AZDChiPsi.org 

Change Service Requested 

 ALUMNI DUES AND DONATION FORM 

Please clip or copy & mail to Eugene Bord, ZΔ ’06 at: 
1115 Whitfield Road, Northbrook, IL 60062 

Or Pay Online at www.AZDChiPsi.org 
 
 
 

Name: ______________________________________________ Year: ____________  

Enclosed is a check in the amount of 

$_________________________ made payable to The  

Corporation of Alpha Zeta Delta of Chi Psi, which includes $55.00 

for my 2020-2021 dues  

($45 for classes 2016 and later).  

I understand that this donation is not tax-deductible. 
 
 

 

Please update my address to: ___________________________________________ 
 

 

           ___________________________________________ 
 

 

_________________________ _________________________________________ 

     (Phone)             (Email)  

Alpha Zeta Delta of Chi Psi 

45 Rutledge Street 

Nashville, TN 37210 


