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I

“

Roy Cooper, Σ’79,
Is North Carolina’s
Governor. Finally!

T IS THE GREATEST HONOR OF MY LIFE to stand
before you as the governor-elect of our great state,”
Roy Asbury Cooper III, Sigma ’79, told hundreds of
cheering supporters in Raleigh, North Carolina. “It’s
been a long journey for all of us, but we are finally here.”
That was 6 December, almost a month after election
day. In one of the nation’s highest profile and closest races
of 2016, Republican Governor Pat McCrory had finally
conceded to Cooper, the Democratic attorney general.
Trailing by under 5,000 votes on election night, McCrory
held out for absentee and provisional ballot counts and
demanded a partial recount in heavily Democratic Durham
County. Cooper’s final margin of victory was 10,277 votes
(0.22 percent) of 4.7 million cast. He is the first challenger
in North Carolina history to knock off an incumbent
governor, and was sworn in as the state’s 75th governor on
the first of January.

4

alpha Pi – UNION COllEGE
1841 – Schenectady, New York
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Brother Cooper was born in rural Nash County, N.C.
where he grew up and worked summers on his parents’
tobacco farm. His mother was a school teacher while his
father farmed and practiced law. Roy quarterbacked the
football team and played basketball for Northern Nash
High School. He once blocked a shot by Phil Ford of
nearby Rocky Mount Senior High, who would go on to
star at UNC at Chapel Hill and in the NBa. “Phil got 52
points that night,” Roy recalled. “But not 54.”
Cooper received a Morehead Scholarship to attend
UNC, where he pledged Chi Psi as a junior in the fall of
1977. He was chief justice of UNC’s student supreme court
and president of the Young Democrats. after graduating in
1979, he earned a law degree from UNC.
Jim Phillips, Σ’79, a Greensboro attorney and trustee
of The Chi Psi Educational Trust, Inc., has remained close
with Cooper since their UNC days. “Roy was an active
brother and a leader in the lodge and on campus,” Phillips
said. “You could tell then he was going to do something
that made a difference.”
Cooper returned to Rocky Mount to join his father’s
law firm, where he developed a keen interest in protecting
consumers. “So many people had gotten ripped off and
would come into my office, whether it was a scam or
predatory business taking advantage of them. So when I
went to the General assembly, I started working on laws
that helped to protect the consumer.”
In 1986, Cooper upset an 11-term incumbent state
representative in the Democratic primary. Over the next
14 years, he served in both the N.C. House and Senate,
including as Senate majority leader and chair of the
#1: Matthew Ferdenzi ’18 • 401-533-4179 • ferdenzm@union.edu
*aaB: Sean aaron ’12 • 703-674-9144 • sean1aaron@gmail.com

*aaB denotes that this Brother chairs his alpha’s alumni advisory Board; Corp. is the lodge Corporation President.

judiciary and ethics committees. Cooper worked to
increase teacher pay and decrease class size, and wrote the
state’s first children’s health insurance initiative.
While serving in the legislature, Roy commuted between Raleigh and Rocky Mount, where he was managing
partner of the law firm. During this period he met his wife
Kristin, a legislative attorney, with whom he has raised
daughters Hilary, Natalie and Claire. He served as a Sunday
school teacher, elder and deacon in his church; volunteered
in public schools; and coached his daughters’ sport teams.
Cooper was elected North Carolina attorney General
in 2000. During his four terms, he cracked down on child
predators, drug dealers and other criminals. He fought to
keep utility rates low and to put predatory lenders out of
business. He forced the Tennessee Valley
authority to reduce pollution harming
North Carolinians’ health, environment
and tourism industry. and he took aggressive steps to address pervasive problems he
inherited in the state crime lab.
John Boswell, B’80, is chief legal
officer at SaS, one of North Carolina’s
largest employers and the world’s largest
privately held software company. He
worked with Cooper and his attorney
general’s office on several occasions. “I have
always found Roy to be engaged, interested
and willing to help so long as it is in the
interest of the people of North Carolina,”

Boswell said. “He is brilliant and was very effective as a.G.”
In april of 2007, attorney General Cooper stood
before a crowded press conference and ended one of the
most publicized legal stories in recent american history.
“We believe these three individuals are innocent of these
charges,” Cooper said in exonerating three Duke men’s
lacrosse players accused of raping an N.C. Central
University student who worked as a stripper. He had taken
over the case three months earlier when the state bar
association charged the Durham District attorney with
withholding exculpatory evidence and making inflammatory statements about the case. Calling it the most difficult
case of his career, Cooper spoke of a “rush to accuse” and
said “there were many points in this case where caution

#1: Dylan Millhouse ’19 • 203-505-8353 • dmillhouse@wesleyan.edu
aaB: Dave Migliori ’98 • 203-281-6260 • mmigs2@hotmail.com

Brother Roy Cooper, Σ’79,
with Alpha Sigma actives
at Homecoming in
Chapel Hill this fall.

Below, Cooper
with his family on
the campaign trail.

alpha alpha - WESlEYaN UNIVERSITY
1844 – Middletown, Connecticut
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GOVERNOR ROY COOPER

Roy at the Sigma Lodge as an
undergraduate in April 1979
(standing third from right).
Jim Phillips is standing
second from right.
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would have served justice better than bravado.”
It was a long-held assumption that Roy Cooper would
one day run for governor, dating back to his first state
House win at age 27. He was now a strong, statewide
candidate and North Carolina’s longest-serving attorney
general, having won by 12 percentage points in 2004 and
22 points in 2008, and having run unopposed in 2012.
In 2010, Republicans won majorities in both state
chambers for the first time since 1898. Their dominance
was complete when former Charlotte Mayor Pat McCrory
was elected governor in 2012. Cooper decided to challenge
McCrory’s reelection bid after the governor allowed his
fellow Republicans to accelerate a conservative legislative
agenda that Cooper considered “devastating to our state.”
He criticized as “extreme” the GOP’s public education
funding cuts, tax breaks for the wealthy, restrictive voting
law changes, refusal of federal Medicaid dollars, new
abortion restrictions, and damage to the state’s reputation.
“North Carolina has gone off the tracks,” the attorney general said. “I love this job, but when I saw what’s been happening to my state, I knew I had to step up and do this.”
Roy Cooper has long identified with progressive North
Carolina Democrats like former Governors Terry Sanford
and Jim Hunt, whom he admires for what he calls an
“emphasis on economic growth, public education and
innovative change that has distinguished North Carolina
for 50 years.”
John Wilson, Σ’85, a documentary filmmaker and
land conservation advocate based in Chapel Hill, said
“Roy represents the best of that Sanford-Hunt tradition
that helped make North Carolina a beacon of the New
South. Unfortunately, what took decades to build here

Alpha Phi – HAMILTON COLLEGE
1845 – Clinton, New York
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suffered a lot of damage over the past six years. I and many
others see Roy Cooper as the best person to lead our badly
needed turnaround.”
McCrory and legislative leaders slammed the attorney
general for choosing how aggressively to defend the state
against lawsuits brought over controversial laws they
enacted. In fact, Cooper defended the state in more than
two dozen suits since 2011, though he refused to appeal
some cases.
Cooper declined to defend only one law, House Bill 2,
from the start, calling it discriminatory and “a national
embarrassment.” Signed into law by Gov. McCrory in
March of 2016, HB2 made North Carolina the first state
to restrict where transgender people can use restrooms,
and it limited local governments’ ability to pass their own
LGBT anti-discrimination laws.
McCrory’s staunch defense of HB2 would ultimately
define the bitter gubernatorial battle. The controversial law
drew strong opposition from national LGBT groups and
major corporations including Apple and Google. PayPal
abandoned its plan to bring 400 jobs to the state. Bruce
Springsteen and other entertainers canceled concerts, the
NBA yanked its All-Star Game from Charlotte, and the
NCAA and ACC moved sports championships out of
North Carolina. In May, the U.S. Department of Justice
filed a lawsuit against the state. To date, HB2 has cost
North Carolina an estimated $750 million.
McCrory led Cooper for several hours on election
night, and it looked like the GOP tide that carried Donald
Trump, U.S. Senator Richard Burr, and so many other
Republicans to victory in North Carolina would lift the
governor as well. But just before midnight, a large bloc of
votes from Durham County was added to state totals,
putting Cooper ahead with all precincts reporting. While
Cooper declared victory, McCrory was stunned and defiant.
“The race is not over in North Carolina,” the governor said.
“We’re going to check everything.”
Over the next 27 days, the McCrory campaign’s
multiple protests and allegations of “massive voter fraud”
were rejected by Republican-controlled county elections
boards and the state board of elections. McCrory conceded
on 5 December as Cooper’s lead grew to over 10,000 votes,
the threshold required for a statewide recount.
Cooper’s victory was one of the few bright spots for
Democrats nationally and in North Carolina, where
Republicans held their supermajorities in both the House
and Senate and can thus override a governor’s veto.
In mid-December, Republican legislative leaders called
a special session and rushed through new laws, which
outgoing Gov. McCrory signed, transferring many of
#1: Will Royal ’18 • 978-595-4800 • wroyal9795@yahoo.com
AAB: James Crafa ’12 • jcrafa@hamilton.edu
Corp: Steven Saurbier ’93 • 313-570-5497 • steve3606@live.com

Governor-elect Cooper’s powers to the legislature and
Republican-controlled agencies. The Raleigh News &
Observer and Washington Post called the new legislation
a “coup,” and the Charlotte Observer described it as
“breathtaking … with a scope never before seen in North
Carolina politics.”
“Most people might think that this is a partisan power
grab, but it is really more ominous,” Cooper said at a 15
December press conference. “It is really about hurting
public education, working families, state employees,
healthcare, and clean air and water.”
Despite the Republican response to Cooper’s election,
there is much optimism about his administration. “Roy
will make a great governor and is the best person to put
politics aside and get the right things accomplished,” said
John Boswell. “He has a vision for North Carolina that
I’m eager to see realized over the next four years. I also
consider Roy and Kristin as friends and was honored to
help with his campaign.”
Jim Phillips, who served as legislative counsel to
former Gov. Jim Hunt, chaired the Cooper campaign’s
state finance committee and co-chaired Cooper’s
transition team. “I’m excited because Roy Cooper
is ready and well prepared to lead North Carolina
forward,” Phillips said. “His experience in the legislature
and as a.G., and his knowledge of the state and its
people, has allowed him to hit the ground running.
That’s important because we’ve got a lot to do.”

In yet one more obstacle placed in Cooper’s path,
a snowstorm forced the postponement of his official
inauguration on 7 January. Instead of delivering his
inaugural address to an anticipated large crowd outside
the North Carolina State archives building, Cooper
stood alone and spoke to a television camera from the
governor’s mansion.
“I will listen to anyone with a good idea to move our
state forward, regardless of his or her political party,” the
new governor said. “That’s how our state has always been
able to thrive, and that’s the kind of leadership that I’ll
restore in Raleigh.”

#1: Jack Bondurant ’17 • 336-978-7578 • jackbondurant14@gmail.com
aaB: Kurt Gilliland PhD ’92 • 919-754-8372 • kogillil@med.unc.edu
Corp: Brent lister ’83 • 919-932-5710 • mbrentlister@aol.com

Brother Roy Cooper, Σ’79,
being sworn in as the 75th
Governor of North Carolina
just after midnight on
1 January 2017.

Roy Cooper, Σ’79, was a football and
basketball player in high school, worked
on his parents’ tobacco farm, and went
to UNC on a Morehead Scholarship.

Roy’s first year at UNC was during the
senior year of another North Carolina Chi Psi
office-holder with the
same last name:
Congressman James H.S.
Jim Cooper, Σ’76, (no
relation) serving
Tennessee’s 5th Congressional District, reelected
this fall for his eighth
term in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

alpha Sigma - UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CaROlINa
1855 – Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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“A Convention Unlike Any Other”

Chi Psi Celebrates
175th Where GreekLetter Societies Began:
Colonial Williamsburg

C

PSI’S 175TH CONVENTION, billed as “a Convention Unlike any
Other,” was certainly that! Colonial Williamsburg was the birthplace of
Greek-letter fraternities, when students from the College of William
and Mary resolved – at the Raleigh Tavern in Williamsburg in December 1776 – to bond together in a fraternal brotherhood. Chi Psi took that concept
a step further in 1841, but our roots begin in Colonial Williamsburg.
The week was a great success. Expanded educational programming brought
many more undergrad attendees (including the Trust History Scholars – see story
on pages 16 and 17), alumni families took advantage of area vacation opportunities, and we welcomed a new alpha into our circle. It was a great, rewarding week.
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alpha Beta – UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CaROlINa
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Above, “The Official Photo” of the 175th Annual Chi Psi

#1: Michael Ficarra ’18 • 703-577-4265 • mficarra@email.sc.eduCorp
aaB: Marshall Reu ’83 • the_reus@yahoo.com • 704-323-1120
Corp: Julian Emerson ’80 • 803-727-4929 • jemerson@chipsi.org

Convention, above, just outside the Lodge, at Colonial Williamsburg. (The reception and Formal Banquet followed inside the ballrooms with much fife-and-drum pageantry.)

#1: PhilipKatsadouros ’18 • 828-489-4872 • pskatsad@go.olemiss.edu
aaB: Doug Buglewicz ’96 • 662-801-5804 • doug017@hotmail.com
Corp: Dwight Young ’02 • 601-497-3147 • dwight.young@regions.com

alpha Gamma – UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
1858 – Oxford, Mississippi
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Up to five designated officers were invited from each Alpha, and some Alphas brought even larger

The 175th Spencer Institute

T

Above: One of the debates between Founding Fathers (Patrick Henry and
James Mason). Below: One of the biggest-ever games of rock, paper, scissors.
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alpha Omicron – UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIa
1860 – Charlottesville, Virginia
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PAST SUMMER at Chi Psi’s 175th Convention, the Spencer
Institutes were expanded to include more undergraduate students
than ever before. In addition to the #1s, #4s, and Recruitment Chairs
that normally attend convention, we were able to include programs
for #5s and #34s, meaning we had at least five Brothers from each of our alphas. In addition to having more Brothers in attendance we were also able to
add an extra day to the Spencer Institutes, giving Brothers more time to meet
their peers from other schools and share ideas and learn from each other. One
HIS

#1: alexander lichacz ’18 • 757-359-1234 • ajl2dz@virginia.edu
Corp: Joe Bailey ’81 • 540-223-5120 • 301-220-5357 • joe@montsoft.com

groups on their own, making the 175th the largest leadership school of any Convention to date.

Unlike Any Other Too!
of our additions to the program this year was the Program for Excellence
rotations. Several alumni and Colonial Williamsburg staff came together to
help put on various programs such as a workshop on financial planning, a
cigar tasting, and a travelling on a budget discussion. These rotations served
as an example to our alphas of activities they can do on their own campus.
The students also had the opportunity to get a hands-on history lesson when
we took a tour of Colonial Williamsburg. This Convention’s Spencer Institute
was unlike any before!

#1: Dylan Marvel ’18 • 218-343-1640 • marve012@umn.edu
aaB: Theodore Farrell ’94 • tfarrell@haskells.com

Above: One of the Spencer Institute discussion panels during Convention
week. Below: Spencer Institute “tasting Sessions” (for those of legal age).

alpha Nu – UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTa
1874 – Minneapolis, Minnesota
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SCENES
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alpha Iota – UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
1878 – Madison, Wisconsin
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FROM THE

175TH

#1: Jess albers ’19 • 952-486-1804 • jalberz1234@gmail.com
Corp: John Horneck ’90 • 720-839-6955 • jhorneck@msn.com

175TH FORMAL BANQUET

#1: Conor O'Brien ’18 • 732-768-2804 • cobrien363@gmail.com
Corp: Kevin Haynes ’81 • 908-240-8429 • kevin.haynes@keryx.com

alpha Rho – RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
1879 – New Brunswick, New Jersey
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175TH CHI PSI CONVENTION

Thayer Trophy
Awarded to UNC’s
Alpha Sigma
At the 1921 Convention, Philip H. Thayer, BΔ’10,
offered a trophy in the form of a bronze figure
symbolic of Chi Psi achievement, awarded to the
Alpha having made the best showing in that college
year. Alphas are judged on their excellence in
scholarship, financial operations, campus and
community leadership, and alumni
communications.The 2016 recipient is
Alpha Sigma at the University of North Carolina.

Duke’s Alpha Sigma Delta Takes Founders Trophy
The Founders Trophy, for Emerging Excellence, went to Alpha Sigma Delta at Duke University.

Goodbody Awarded to Alpha Gamma at Ole Miss
The Goodbody Award for excellence in scholarship and overall use of Educational Trust programs was awarded to Alpha Gamma at the University of Mississippi.

14

alpha xi – STEVENS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOlOGY
1883 – Hoboken, New Jersey
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#1: Gabriel Marth ’17 • 484-707-6070 • gabe.a.marth@gmail.com
aaB: Michael Kosusko ’77 • 919-683-1131 • mkosusko@aol.com

175TH CHI PSI CONVENTION

Stanley J. Birge Award to Yale’s Michael Herbert, KΔ’16
e Stanley J. Birge Award is presented to that member of Chi Psi
who displays exceptional loyalty and
leadership in fraternity aﬀairs and
whose contribution to Chi Psi has
strengthened the Brotherhood of our
Fraternity. e 2016 recipient was
Michael Herbert, KΔ’16, first #1
and founder of the rechartered Yale
Alpha, and then the Yale student
body president.
A dozen previous Birge recipients
were on hand to welcome the newest:
(standing left-right) Travis Valentine,
WΔ’05, Troy Ivey, IΔ’90, Cody
Saben, QΔ’14, Stephen Shepherd,
ΥΔ’12, Sam Perkins, OΔ’80, Matt
Cheek, Σ’94, Ryan Ahlberg, E’03,
N’06, Michael Britt, C’11; and
(seated left-right) Joey Steuer, TΔ’09,
Nick Strelke, ΣΔ’15, Michael Herbert,
KΔ’16, Sam Bessey, ΗΔ’97, and
Brandon Vandegrift, X’13.

Many DSA Recipients Attend 175th F. Van S. Parr Award
to NIC’s Smithhisler

One of the largest gatherings of Distinguished Service Award recipients ever to attend the same Convention: (back)
Joe Hughes, B’84, YΔ’96, Steve Crow, E’79, Gary Winter, N’75, Hank Bignell, R’77, David Romoser, ZΔ’65,
Cliﬀ Massa, EΔ’71, Brian Heil, E’80, Harold Arnwine, TΔ’86, NΔ’02, Andy Dewing, OΔ’84, Vince LeBlon,
OΔ’84, Eddy Neblett, G’76, Ross Hatch, F’62, Bob Gardner, KΔ’61, Julian Emerson, B’80, (front) Bob Dearth,
A’66, George Ray III, A’54, Bill Hattendorf, ΑΔ’69, Σ’82, Η’83, Verne Istock, E’62, Dr. Dan Ahlberg, N’67,
Whitey Silverio, EΔ’71, FH, YH, QΔH, John Strickland, Σ’67, and Mike Kosusko, X’77.
#1: James Hernandez ’18 • 478-319-5762 • jhh17393@uga.edu
aaB: Charles Callihan Sr. ’74 • 404-580-7220 • ccallihan@pharmavail.com
Corp: Frank Story ’71 • fs1695@yahoo.com

Ferdinand Van Siclen Parr, A’29, devoted his life to the
Fraternity’s values of scholarship and gentlemanly living.
e award is presented to non-initiates for demonstrated
commitment to the values held sacred by Chi Psi. Peter
Smithhisler (at right, above) was honored for his selfless
leadership of the fraternity community as president and
CEO of the North American Interfraternity Conference
from 2007-2016. anks, Pete, and thanks to Lambda
Chi Alpha Fraternity for assisting with the presentation.

alpha alpha Delta – UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIa
1890 – athens, Georgia

C Winter 2017
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Trust History Scholars: A First
for Chi Psi and Williamsburg

O

NE OF THE “FIRST-EVERS” of the 175th Convention
was the Trust History Scholars Program. It was the
result of a joint eﬀort between Colonial Williamsburg and e Chi Psi Educational Trust and spearheaded by former Trust Chairman Cliﬀ Massa III, EΔ’71.
a “first of its kind” interactive program for college students, the CW Foundation put this together just for Chi Psi.
For our Brothers, it turned out to be an outstanding opportunity to learn first hand how Jamestown (the first permanent
English colony in america) and Williamsburg (the second
capital of the Colony of Virginia) played key roles in the
development of both the United States and our form of
government. e more extroverted among the undergrads
seemed to enjoy participating in the discussions and debates
as though they were patriot leaders or loyalists or “undecideds”
who were living in Colonial america!
For many of the participants, the experience was profound
and lasting. For example, Mark Zemela, I’18, wrote, “What
really stood out to me from this program, and something that
I keep reflecting on months after Convention, is when we
talked about ‘subjects’ ruled by a monarchy or ‘citizens’ of a
country. after studying both European and american history,
I never thought about how different life was ruled by a king
or queen versus in a country ruled by the people. Reflecting
on and discussing this difference with my Brothers from
across the country and from different backgrounds, I truly

16

alpha Beta Delta – lEHIGH UNIVERSITY
1894 – Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
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value how lucky we all are to live where citizens can have as
much power as any politician – as long as we remain involved
citizens instead of becoming subservient subjects. Politics
can be extremely divisive (especially after this most recent
election cycle), but I now appreciate how important it is to
have civil discourse.”
Christian Westerhoff, O’18, remembered that his interest
in american history was sparked when a group of Korean War
veterans came to his kindergarten and talked about national
values, the meaning of our flag, and respecting our country
and each other. “Since then I have always carried a torch for
american history and I have done my best to learn about
our past,” he said. “at UVa, founder Thomas Jefferson was a
stern believer that there is always more to learn. So with this
thinking always in my head, I wasn’t surprised to learn about
many new things. as a politics major, I thought it was
fascinating to learn about the local government, the Virginia
government, and the rudimentary colonial government.
Sharing this program with Brothers from other alphas is what
made this such a great trip. It was my first convention, and
meeting other Chi Psi Brothers from all across the nation was
absolutely amazing. There are very few organizations that you
can be a part of where there is an instant connection once you
meet, and I consider myself truly honored to be a Chi Psi.”
e experience itself was both unique and free for the
participants. e Chi Psi Educational Trust (with support

#1: Brendan Craven ’18 • bmc218@lehigh.edu
aaB: Brian Henry ’11 • 860-712-5538 • bhenry423@gmail.com

from a group of alumni) funded the entire cost; the accepted
applicants were able to travel to Colonial Williamsburg and
to spend the 175th week there at no cost, just like the five
oﬃcers who were their alphas’ oﬃcial delegates. also, the
THS Program sessions were timed to coincide with the
business sessions, so THS participants could spend time

with other Chi Psis all during the week’s social events.
Typical of reactions was that of John Yi, a’18: “I had a
wonderful experience with the Trust History program in
CW. I’m grateful to Chi Psi for the wonderful opportunity
that my Brothers and I were able to have at Convention.”
For a sense of the program, the basic schedule follows:

WilliamsBurg 2016: revolutionary Brotherhood
day 1 – e Founders – at Jamestown Island, the archaearium, and back at Colonial Williamsburg.
• Overview 17th-Century Virginia – In 1606, King James I signed the charter for the Virginia Company to establish a colony in the New
World. Why Jamestown was chosen and how this colony fit into a wider eﬀort by Europeans to create colonies around the globe.
• Government & the Rule of law – How structure of Virginia’s government in 17th century sowed the seeds of the american Revolution.
• Historic Jamestowne archaeological Site – Since 1994, a million artifacts have been uncovered from the first permanent English settlement in the New World. Met archaeologists to discuss what new and exciting finds are being unearthed at Jamestown.
• Coming to america (Indentured Servants) – Many early Jamestown settlers came as indentured servants. Explored what caused people to
leave predictable lives in England for uncertainty at Jamestown. Explored the variety of treatment indentured servants experienced.
• e Great Debate – Our founding documents reflect a set of core democratic values shared by all americans. Every generation has to figure out how to balance the tension between these values.
• Founding Brothers – Examine/discuss primary source materials related to founders who walked the streets of Williamsburg.
• audience with the Founding Fathers – Witness debate with two of our Founding Fathers; participate in a question/answer session.
day 2 – nation Builders
• loyalist Perspectives – In 1774, lady Dunmore, the wife of Royal Governor lord Dunmore, arrived with her children from london.
Talked with her about the political and social situation in Williamsburg and her views on the rising tide of rebellion in the colonies.
• Rights & Controversies Debate: Part 1 – John adams said that 1/3 of people were patriots, 1/3 were loyalists, and 1/3 were undecided.
as war broke out in the North, Virginians had to decide whether to declare their independence. Discussed in one of these groups.
• Storming the Palace – Joined the citizens of Williamsburg as they demanded answers of their royal governor: e gunpowder they
depend on for the colonies’ safety has been removed from powder magazine by their own royal governor. Witnessed a mob scene.
• a House Divided – Met Declaration of Independence signer George Wythe and his enslaved housekeeper lydia Broadnax. Heard
their individual thoughts on the newly announced Declaration and the war with England, and their hopes for the own future.
day 3 – Citizens
• Protesting Government, Committees of Correspondence – Join or Die! On the eve of Revolution, 13 disparate colonies came
together with a common goal: to protect their rights as freeborn English subjects. How Committees of Correspondence attempted
to bring the colonies together.
• Rights & Controversies, Part 2 – a Debate for Independence – On 15 May 1776 a group met in the former Hall of the House of
Burgesses to determine the future of Virginia. Should Virginians remain subjects of British crown or become citizens of a new nation?
• Concluding Discussion, e Brotherhood of Man – From a small group of powerful male leaders working together, the Declaration
gradually extended the promise of brotherhood to all people. Discussion of the importance of engaged citizenship.
• Graduation – Received diplomas for completing program and discussed impact program had on their perspectives.

#1: Uday Suresh ’18 • 720-984-0435 • udaysuresh@berkeley.edu
Corp: Thomas Vogelheim ’84 • 415-706-3855 • tvogelheim@nvpllp.com

I cannot stress enough
how important this
program was to me.
I come from a family
of immigrants who
came to this country
in the hopes of a
better life, and that’s
exactly what they got.
I take it for granted I
was born and raised
here and do not often
reflect on the history
of the country, but
this program really
opened my eyes to
how difficult it was
for the United States
to become what it is
today. In order to
keep this country as
open and free as
it is, is to stay
involved and start
discussions with
others instead of
isolating yourself
from opinions
and views you do
not agree with.
– Mark Zemela, I’18

alpha Delta Delta – UNIVERSITY OF CalIFORNIa
1895 – Berkeley, California

C Winter 2017
The Purple and Gold Y

17

Honoring the 175th Anniversary, #23 Sam Bessey Journeyed

In Search of the Founders

D

URING MILESTONE CELEBRATIONS of Chi Psi’s Centennial in 1941
and the Sesquicentennial in 1991, there were small pilgrimages to the
Spencer family grave in albany, New York, along with wreath-layings in
honor of the first of our founders. Philip’s parents were buried there in
albany (John C. Spencer, Cabinet officer in President John Tyler’s administration,
and his wife, Eliza). Philip’s body is not in albany, of course, since he was buried at
sea in the middle of the atlantic Ocean in December 1842.
For the 175th anniversary, however, #23 Sam Bessey, ΗΔ’97, wanted to honor
not just Philip, but all of Chi Psi’s founders. Maybe it wasn’t quite as daring as JFK
declaring america would land a man on the moon in a decade, but Sam challenged
himself (publicly at a Convention) to see how many founders graves he could find
before the 175th. Just finding the right cemetery was not always easy, and Sam worked with a number of folks to
focus in on the exact burial location. Staffer alex Howell, IΔ’14, made initial internet searches, and Rachel l.
Martin, Ph.D., provided additional research. Sam’s whole family got into the act. While there was no real Philip
Spencer gravesite to visit, we include him here anyway, since he was key to Chi Psi’s founding and unification.

Wreaths in Memory of Philip Spencer:
Above, G.P. Richardson, X 1897, and
Albert S. Bard, C 1888, lay wreath on
Spencer family grave on 3 May 1941
in Albany’s Rural Cemetery.
Below, Central Office staffers Dave
Hopkins, R’89, and Jimmy Larson,
ΑΔ’89, lay a wreath at the Spencer
family grave during Sesquicentennial.
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1. Philip spencer ’43: Philip was the first to
“depart the circle” of the Brotherhood. almost everyone reading this remembers that story, how he was
hanged at sea for alleged mutiny by Captain alexander
Slidell McKenzie on board the brig-of-war Somers, on
the first of December 1842. (If Columbia Pictures had
made The Somers Mutiny movie instead of The Caine
Mutiny, it’s easy to imagine Humphrey Bogart brilliantly playing the dastardly McKenzie’s part instead
of the unbalanced Queeg.)
The death of Philip Spencer was a crucial test for
the coherence of Chi Psi. The press of the day was
outspoken in upholding the justice of the death
sentence, and popular prejudice sided (at least initially)
with the press. “But Spencer was their Brother,” an
early P&G article declared. “Boldly and manly they
stood side by side to defend his memory. They
denounced his murder as barbarous, his taking off as
damnable. They showed that the cohesion of Chi Psi
embraced both the quick and the dead, and that the
voice of the living protected the memory of the
immortal. They had everything to lose and no personal
advantage to gain by the position they took, but they
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stood on a foundation of
adamant, built in the secret
shrine of their good Fraternity.
In the battle that ensued, their
armor proved itself without a
flaw and they conquered.”
after Spencer was assigned
to the Somers on 13 august, the
ship sailed straight east out of
New York and ended up
traversing the western coast of africa north to south.
after stopping at several ports along the way, taking
soundings and bringing on board supplies, the Somers
then turned and headed west-north-west toward
St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands. By 1 December 1842,
when Philip and the other two charged with mutiny
were hanged, the Somers was on a line “46 hours due
east” of St. Thomas, the nearest land. after a stop at
St. Thomas for resupply, it headed north-north-east for
New York, taking 13 days to get from the hanging to
New York. So Spencer was hanged in the middle of the
atlantic Ocean (at 17°34'28"N, 41°24'45"W) approximately halfway between africa and North america.

#1: Marc Ramm ’19 • mramm17@hotmail.com
Corp: Randy Mason ’96 • 708-712-0985 • rmason195@comcast.net

The journey (right) of the brig Somers (above) is traced on an old map,
included in Henry Carlisle’s Voyage to the First of December (1972).

2. Patrick upshaw major ’42: While the last
of the founders to die (4 July 1903, more than 60
years after Spencer’s death), his was the first grave
Sam Bessey visited, the location being closest to
Nashville. always described as an enthusiastic Chi
Psi, his life is a lesson in loyalty to every member
of the Fraternity. His public career as a lawyer and
judge was characterized by faithfulness, kindness,
and efficiency, and he was loved not only for his
sound justice but also for his pure heart and strong
intellect. after his admission to the bar in 1844, he
was always in the public eye, whether on the bench
or in private practice. Major was connected with
some of the most important litigation in Kentucky.
This visit to Frankfort happened on 11 November 2015. The drive was a combined tour that
included a visit with our then-colony at the University of Kentucky. The Frankfort Cemetery was a
beautiful spot. as the first visit on this quest, Sam

stopped to get some flowers, and
he brought along a brush to do any
gravestone cleaning needed. He
visited the cemetery office and was
shown Major’s grave location on
a map (not too far from that of
Daniel Boone). They had precise
records of our Judge Major and
numerous other members of the
family, so Sam was able to deduce
which marker belonged to our founder, even
though there was no name on the stone. after
dusting off the stone, Sam placed the 175th
memorial card (with Major’s name, rank, life
information, and such) and flowers, and took
the first of the pictures for his quest. (While
Sam was there, people were constantly visiting
Daniel Boone’s marker but, strangely, nobody
else showed up at Patrick Major’s.)

#1: Zachary Maanum ’19 • 612-296-3534 • zmaanum@gmail.com
aaB: Michael Whipple Jr. ’06 • 720-207-3568 • mlwhipp@gmail.com
Corp: Joseph Hughes, B’84, YΔ’96 • 803-606-2333 • joebhughes@hotmail.com

Above, a memorial card was left at each
founder’s grave, this one for Patrick Major.
Below, entrance to the Frankfort Cemetery. At left,
the memorial marker in the center is Major’s.
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IN SEARCH OF THE FOUNDERS

James C. Duane was
buried in the Vale
Cemetery near
Schenectady, New
York, although there
is also a memorial
marker honoring
him in Richland,
Washington.

20

3. James Chatham duane ’44: actually,
Sam’s first attempted visit in search of a founder was
a month earlier than the Major visit above. It was in
conjunction with a visit to Schenectady and Union
College in October 2015 to try to find the Duane
gravesite. Research showed the section and plot
number in Vale Cemetery, but there was no marker
with our founder’s name on it. It was also raining,
and Sam and Justin Froeber, PΔ’10 finally gave up
for the day. On a return visit the following april,
with the help of a cemetery worker, they confirmed
that they were in the right place, but there just
wasn’t a marker. Interestingly, there’s a memorial
marker (not burial marker) to him on the other end
of the continent in Richland, Washington. Duane
may have been the most publicly famous of the nine

Chi Psi founders who are
buried in the ground.
Even the Vale Cemetery
officials were perplexed
about why there isn’t a
marker at his grave.
James C. Duane was
highly respected in the engineering profession, although
his services were chiefly with
the U.S. army, in which he served until 1888 as
chief of engineers, as a major general. He was later
appointed chief engineer of the New York City
aqueduct Commission by Mayor Hewitt. With
his death on 8 November 1897, the public lost a
faithful servant and the Fraternity a loyal friend.

4. samuel titus taber ’43: Sam’s next visit
to a founder’s grave worked out for 19 November
2015, when he was able to visit Westbury Friends
Cemetery in Nassau County, New York. The
cemetery is pictured below, with a school next to
it. The building pictured is the school office, which
doubles as the cemetery office, and they had very
good records of exactly where everything was.
They provided coordinates, and the app on Sam’s
phone led him right to the gravesite. Taber is
buried next to his wife Katherine, and Sam dusted
off the grave marker, placed the memorial card
and banner and took the picture you see below
to the right. (While Sam collected the banner
before he left each site, he did leave the memorial
cards in place.)
Samuel Taber was descended from an old New
England family whose ancestral home was in Massachusetts. He was born on 13 april 1824 at Chestnut Ridge, New York. He received his a.M. from
Union and his ll.B. from Harvard in 1843. after
clerking with a Poughkeepsie law firm, he was ad-

mitted to the bar in 1845,
although he was never in active practice. He married
Katherine C. Hiller of
Chautauqua County in
1845 and listed his occupation for the rest of his life as
“country gentleman.” Taber
was chiefly interested in
modern agricultural methods and the development of the best strains of
poultry, swine, and cattle. He was quiet and
studious, but an earnest and generous supporter of
all schemes for public and political improvement.
On the boards of a bank and several transportation
companies, Brother Taber was the vice president
of the state
agricultural
society. He
died at the age
of 46 on 4
February 1871.
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#1: Jesse Jimerson ’18 • 503-929-2195 • jjimerso@uoregon.edu
aaB: Scott Strauss ’77 • 503-705-8523 • jstrauss50@comcast.net
Corp: David Waterfall ’82 • 503-627-7027 • h20fal@yahoo.com

IN SEARCH OF THE FOUNDERS
5. robert heyward mcFaddin ’44: It can be
difficult to do cemetery visits in the winter, so Sam’s
next visit was over spring break with his wife, Meg,
and their two kids. after visiting Eta Delta friends
in Birmingham, they took a detour farther south on
the way home to the Stokes Cemetery in Greensboro, alabama. The GPS took them down country
roads, and then down a dirt road past a sketchylooking barn (which the kids wanted to check out),
eventually coming to a clearing where there was a
Stokes Cemetery sign, “est. 1855,” and that’s where
they found the McFaddin family marker. This was
the least-maintained cemetery visited on the quest.
The people who were buried there were probably
prominent local citizens, based on the size and
scope of the markers, but the place seemed long
forgotten. In looking around, Sam noticed some
Witherspoon markers in the cemetery, not founder
Jamie, but older relatives, perhaps our founder’s
parents, even, as the Witherspooons and McFaddins

were relatives, and Robert
McFaddin and James Witherspoon were first cousins
and college roommates.
McFaddin roomed at
Union with his cousin,
James Witherspoon. Born
in Sumpter District, South
Carolina, he moved to
Greensboro, alabama as a
small boy to live with his uncle, and he returned to
Greensboro after Union and medical school, engaging in cotton planting and practicing medicine for
his neighbors without charge. Tragically, he was
killed when his runaway horse threw him from his
carriage on 2 July 1858. His wife never recovered
from the shock of his death and died within a year.
They left six children. another cousin of Robert
McFaddin’s, Captain James McFaddin (not a Chi
Psi himself ), was the grandfather of three Chi Psis.

6. alexander Peter Berthoud ’44: after the
spring meeting of the Executive Council at Union,
and after the second attempt at finding a marker for
Duane, Sam went to look for Berthoud. Research
told us that Berthoud was buried in Fort Plain, New
York. Staff members Donald Beeson, Σ’82, and
Steve Habat, B’11 (shown at bottom right) were
with Sam, and they reported that it was a beautiful
place. There is a large family marker with the names
of all the Berthoud family, including Col. alexander
P. Berthoud, who died on 19 June 1894, at the age
of 70. There were smaller markers next to the big
one, showing where people were actually buried.
While some of the engraving on the stones was
worn off, they determined which was our founder’s
by process of elimination.
alex Berthoud was always acknowledged as the
scholar among the founders. He received his a.M.

degree at Union, where he
was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa. He studied law for
two years, then engaged in
civil engineering. He was a
delegate to the Republican
Convention in 1860 which
nominated abraham
lincoln for President.
He was also a Republican
candidate for Congress from New Jersey. During
the War, as a colonel in the 31st New Jersey
Infantry, he commanded the 3rd Brigade, 1st
Division, 1st army Corps. after the War, he was
division superintendent of the N.E., l.E. & W.
Railroad and chief engineer of several other
railroads. His brother, Edward louis Berthoud,
P’49, was a civil engineer in Golden, Colorado.

Evelyn and Matthew at the McFaddin marker.

Steve Habat, B’11, with the Berthoud family marker.

#1: andrew Mottet ’18 • 714-616-4469 • andrew.Mottet@gmail.com
Corp: Kent Smith ’89 • 206-527-9425 • kent.smith@comcast.net
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IN SEARCH OF THE FOUNDERS

7. Jacob henry Farrell ’43: On 19 May
2016, just before Founders Day, Sam was in New
York City for a Founders Day event and scheduled
some time to go up along the Hudson River to the
towns of Hudson and Poughkeepsie to visit the Farrell and Brush sites. Stopping first at the Hudson
City Cemetery office, he talked to a lady who gave
Sam a pretty good idea of where to find Farrell’s
spot. There was no named marker there, but there
was a blank marker exactly where the cemetery
records showed Farrell to be, so Sam was fairly
certain he’d found the right spot, and marked it
with the memorial card and banner.
Jacob Farrell’s marker in the Hudson City
Jacob Farrell was born on 28 June 1822 at
Cemetery in Hudson, New York (above), and
the view, above right, is from Farrell’s plot.

8. John Brush Jr. ’43: Sam’s May trip by the

Below, John Brush Jr. rests in the Historic Hudson River went from Hudson to the Historic
Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery, with eight Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery. John Brush Jr.’s
family members memorialized with similar
family plot was certainly the most organized of any
headstones and a family marker for all.

of them. There were nine gravestones, all with the
same kind of marker, with names engraved on top
of them and a big family marker behind them all.
It was a prominent location in a very well-kept
cemetery, and Brush family members were among
the first buried there. Within the whole quest, this
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Middleburg, New York.
after receiving his a.B.
from Union, he earned his
M.D. (as did fellow founder
Robert McFaddin) and
practiced medicine for a few
years in New York City. He
retired at a mysteriously
early age (perhaps due to
some unknown affliction)
to live with his father in Hudson, New York. He
seemed to refrain entirely from any participation in
public life. He died on 10 November 1862 after a
short illness at age 40.
location stands out as the
best location in the most
well-maintained cemetery.
John Brush received his
a.M. at Union and was admitted to the bar at Poughkeepsie, where he practiced
law continuously until his
death on 18 January 1867
at Poughkeepsie.

#1: Robert Gwynn ’19 • 301-520-2397 • gwynnrm@gmail.com
aaB: Troy Ivey ’90 • 423-892-7764 • tnivey@gtalumni.org
Corp: Daniel Olausen ’07 • 404-585-3160 • dolausen@gmail.com

IN SEARCH OF THE FOUNDERS

9. William Force terhune ’44: Sam had a
visit planned to former #7 Dr. Dan ahlberg, N’67,
in Minneapolis, and he took his young son,
Matthew, along. after flying in on 16 June, they
drove three hours the next morning to Viroqua,
Wisconsin. (Dr. Dan gave Matthew a sack full of
change, telling him that it was the Dairy Queen
money, and that he had to take care of it. Perhaps
to this day he may or may not believe that one can
only use that money at a Dairy Queen.)
In Viroqua, William Force Terhune gave the
money for the first 12 acres of the cemetery. Sam,
Dan, and Matthew drove around the cemetery
looking for the Terhune marker before realizing its
very prominent placement right at the front. looking at the picture of the closed gates of the Viroqua
Cemetery, the Terhune marker is right behind
those gates. One can see from the monument (with
Matthew) that Terhune was a Mason; he seemed to

love ritual, and as the “poet”
among our founders, he
was the chief author of our
ritual. Other family member
names are on the marker,
including Margaret (his
wife) and several children.
Nearby, East Terhune Street
is named for the founder.
William Terhune was
born on 10 July 1821 in Northumberland, New
York. He was one of the early settlers in Wisconsin
and the pioneer lawyer of his county. He attended
various schools in New York and Vermont, and
married Margaret Vandenburg. His activity and
brilliance as a lawyer, judge, and orator in Wisconsin quickly gained for him an enviable reputation,
and he held many public offices of trust and honor.
He died very suddenly on 6 December 1893.

10. James lafayette Witherspoon ’44: and
then there was one. at the end of June, Sam and
Matthew struck out for the Heifley-Witherspoon
Cemetery in Queen Wilhelmina lodge State Park in
Mena, arkansas, staying at the Queen Wilhelmina
lodge (in a dry county). Sam had called the state
park in advance to make sure the cemetery was still
there and findable. Just down the road from the
lodge was the Pioneer Cemetery, and about 100
yards down a little path was a section where there are

some “native stones” marking the gravesites. There was
only one marked grave in
this cemetery, but there are
several unnamed graves with
native stones. Where there
were three in a row seemed
the likely spot for Witherspoon, as he was buried with
his wife and child.
James “Jamie” Witherspoon was from
Wallaceburg, arkansas, and was a cousin of another
founder, Robert McFaddin (roommates at Union).
an eminent man in his community, Witherspoon
was a planter and served as a Confederate major in
Menison’s Regiment and Cabell’s Brigade. He rose
high in the legal profession, becoming a member of
the state legislature, several times special circuit
judge, once special supreme court justice, and later
state attorney general. He died on 9 June 1890.

#1: Matthew Callahan ’18 • 808-232-1802 • matthew.beattie-callahan@yale.edu
aaB: Brian Koziara, E’13 • 248-202-8944 • bkoziara@umich.edu

William Force Terhune is buried in the most
prominent spot in the Viroqua, Wisconsin,
cemetery (he gave the money for the cemetery),
where Matthew Bessey poses with the marker.
Below, Witherspoon’s unnamed marker with
native stones at the spot, in Mena, Arkansas.
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Chi Psi Charters Alpha Phi Delta
at the University of Kentucky!

C
Above: Undergraduates from the Chi Psi
Colony at the University of Kentucky at the
Banquet of the 175th Convention (with Sam
Perkins, OΔ’80), where that afternoon they
were (unanimously) voted a charter to become
Alpha Phi Delta of Chi Psi. Just below, with
Governor Patrick Henry. Bottom, being welcomed to the Convention business session, just
after the vote to charter. Below right, Epsilon
Corporation President Brian Heil, E’80, leads
new Phi Delta Brothers on a tour of Ann Arbor
and the University of Michigan campus. Opposite below: a couple of the banquet tables,
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PSI WELCOMED A GREAT GROUP OF MEN
from the University of Kentucky into our
Circle on 29 October 2016! a normal occurrence for Chi Psi? Not so much. For most of
our history, it was rare for Chi Psi go looking to start
new alphas at all. a major exception was in the early
1920s when we went to Colorado in 1920, Oregon and
Washington in 1921, Georgia Tech in 1923, and Yale in
1924. But H. Seger “Slip” Slifer, E’12, became our first
full-time executive in 1921, and he quickly brought the
extension plan to a close. The next new campus Chi Psi
went to was 40 years later, after Slip had retired.
While we’re still conservative in growth, we understand it’s healthy to bring in new blood once in a while,
just like recruiting new men at an alpha. So the founding of alpha Phi Delta came about in similar fashion to
other recent (re)foundings. The Executive Council found
the University of Kentucky to be an ideal opportunity
for expanding Chi Psi’s reach. Campus records showed
there were undergraduate men who had rushed and not
found an opportunity to enhance their college experience and better themselves while creating lifelong friendships. With these conditions met at UK, our expansion
team received its game plan:

not have a personal connection to Chi Psi, but had been
close friends with Sam for many years. Steve arranged a
meeting with Pat to explain the experience and gauge his
desire for involvement. Pat (who since has been initiated
as the first alumni member of alpha Phi Delta) became
and remains an outstanding advisor to the UK men.
Pat’s wife, Betsy Powell, generously offered her resources
to find us temporary housing and even stopped by to
drop off cookies as staff moved in.
Pat’s enthusiasm toward the experience was wonderful to see. For Pat to take time from his busy schedule
and away from his family to advise a hypothetical fraternity that had yet to be recruited was an overwhelmingly
positive development early in the project. Our alumni
advisors around the country devote so much time and
effort to keeping our alphas moving forward, but rarely
do they receive the credit they deserve for all they do.
Pat suggested two other possible advisors, George
Ward and Paul Holt. Both were receptive to the
opportunity for involvement and supportive of our
overall goals, and both are now advisors for the group.
Phi Delta’s advisory Board has been invaluable to the
success of the alpha thus far, and continues to support
and guide the path of the newly chartered group.
In early august of 2015, staffer Max Greene,
From: JFroeber@ChiPsi.org RE: Fall Expansion
To: Max - Move to Lexington KY
YITB, Justin YΔ’14, moved to lexington for the remainder of the
From the beginning, we were extremely fortunate to fall, and Steve joined him periodically. They developed
an extensive names list based on various university
have assistance from several parties. In the summer of
2015, Sam Perkins, OΔ’80 (founder at W&l), conresources, and through direct recommendations from
nected staffer Steve Habat, B’11, with Patrick Powell, an sororities driven from presentations they gave at each
organization’s chapter meetings. They made cold calls
esteemed business leader in the lexington area. Pat did
HI
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#1: Simon Parker ’18 • 804-347-4849 • parkers0@sewanee.edu
Corp: adam lewis ’86 • 337-322-3276 • adaml@awlconsulting.com

The newly initiated Brothers of Alpha Phi Delta of Chi Psi from the University of Kentucky. At right, Brother #7 Verne Istock, E’62, presenting the charter to #1 Danh Tran ’18.

each night to schedule coffee meetings with recruits.
When both were in town they held an average of 10 to
15 meetings every weekday, in addition to open events.
For example, they’d go to a large field in center campus
and start playing wiffle ball, and when someone would
walk by, they’d invite them to play. Before long, they had
a large game going fairly regularly. On one occasion, the
UK mascot even joined in!
The recruitment portion would not have been
possible without the help of Theta Delta Brothers from
Washington. Undergrads Brett lofthus, Matt Owen,
and Nathan Christie moved to lexington with the
expansion team to assist with driving the names list, cold
calling, one-on-one meetings, and to guiding colonists
along the way. The three weeks with Brett, Nathan, and
Matt proved to be the launching point for Phi Delta.
In order to attract the young men whose goals
aligned with Chi Psi, a bid required that each man be
a member of another campus organization (allowing us
to find people who were already engaged and driven to
become involved, and we used these organizations to
further recruit and pair with for events), and potential
members needed a GPa exceeding the all men’s average
(which locked us into first place for grades immediately).

That fall, the Colonists held events that aligned
with the values of Chi Psi. Before football games, the
Chi Psi tent was home to the best wings in the stadium.
Colonists volunteered at concession stands to raise
money for a youth shelter. at night, they’d play movies
from a projector on campus. Between the weekly
meetings, daily lunch, wiffle ball, financial planning
and dress-for-success workshop, the group really grew
together. Danh Tranh emerged as the colony’s #1, and
with his leadership team, the group grew and bonded as
a unit as they participated in philanthropies, intramural
sports, sorority serenades, and recruitment drives.
The group was mostly freshmen and a few sophomores, but they were far more mature and responsible
than most men their age. They knew that being granted
a charter after just a year would be difficult, but with
assistance from the CO’s luke Baumbach, I’14, they delivered an impressive presentation at the 175th that resulted in a unanimous decision to grant a charter. That
was a special experience for all of us involved.
The installation was held at the Epsilon lodge in
ann arbor, with Brian Heil, E’80, and Bill Hattendorf,
ΑΔ’69 presiding over ceremonies, and #7 Verne Istock,
E’62, presenting the charter to #1 Dahn Tran, FΔ’18.

#1: Ryan Stoyko ’19 • 936-697-5643 • rstoyko@clemson.edu
Corp: Jeff Ball ’85 • 404-281-2918 • jballaw@aol.com

Lexington, Kentucky, is
home to world-renowned
horse racing, awardwinning bourbon, and
Chi Psi's youngest Alpha.
Our time spent with
advisors, central office
staff, Theta Delta interns
and UK undergraduates
will last as cherished
Chi Psi moments. We look
forward to watching as
the group progresses and
succeeds as a Brotherhood.
– Max Greene, YΔ’14
& Steve Habat, B’11
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Barbara Birge, Great-Granddaughter to Stanley Birge’s Father, Reissues Source Material Book

The Awakening of the Desert

O

Barbara Birge is the great-granddaughter of Julius C.
Birge, author of The awakening of the Desert. He was
the father of former #7 Stanley J. Birge, X’08, I’14.
Barbara presented us with her great-grandfather’s account
of his four-month wagon train trip across the West in
1866. Now republished with an introduction by Barbara
herself, this travelogue serves as an important reference to
American history. Below, Barbara signs a book for Pree
and former #7 Dr. George W. Ray III, A’54.

NE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AGO, in 1866, Julius C. Birge took a four-month
wagon train trip across the West through territories still regarded as outside the
United States. The purpose of the expedition was to profit by delivering provisions
to the Mormon settlement at Salt lake City and beyond. as an added benefit, the
trip would furnish adventure for some young men simply eager to see the West.
With no railroads yet laid across the land, such wagon trains were the only means for transporting goods to outposts and settlers, and their transit was precarious. From deadly attacks by
Native american tribes defending their ancestral lands, to equally dangerous forces of nature,
any such enterprise ran significant risk.
late in his life, some 45 years after the journey, from notes he had kept, Julius wrote The
Awakening of the Desert. In it, he describes the unspoiled landscape and wildlife; the native
people; the immigrants and Civil War veterans moving west; early settlements; government
outposts and policies; and most of all, the travails of traveling by horse or wagon train across the
Great american Desert in what were called “the bloody years on the plains.”
He also richly details life among the early Mormons in Salt lake City. attending worship
services where Brigham Young preached and as a guest in Young’s home numerous times, he

Stanley Julius Birge, X’08, I’14, is a figure well-known to generations of Chi Psis. Years after his
father’s trek, he also journeyed west by covered wagon. He later chaired the Chi Psi Executive Council,
served as Chi Psi’s 12th #7 (National President), and initiated thousands of Chi Psis at every Alpha.
(In the late 1960s it was said he had initiated one-third of all living Chi Psis.) Stanley seemed to be the
living embodiment of Chi Psi, and our top national undergraduate award is named for him.

Above, Stanley Julius Birge, X’08,
I’14. Right, Stanley’s parents,
Mary Jane Patrick Birge and
author Julius C. Birge.
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Former #7 George W. Ray III, A’54, with Liz Birge, Barbara Birge, Nancy Birge, and #22 Bill Hattendorf, ΑΔ’69. Liz and Nancy are daughters
of Stanley and Jane and cousins to Barbara. Below Liz and Nancy present C. Ray Flynn scholarships (created in honor of Stanley Birge)
to Isaac D. Mehlhaﬀ, I’18 and John Cooper (JC) Lawton G’17. At right, Barbara addresses a lunch gathering.

takes an even-handed view of those who were often criticized and caricatured by writers from outside their faith. In regard to his perspective,
Julius states, “I would not now discuss Mormonism as a religious belief
because my judgment may be biased by the strong convictions inherited
from my Puritan ancestry.” He also writes of the Mormons’ exodus that
had led them to the West, and he relates firsthand accounts of historical
significance, such as the Strangite movement and the 1857 Mormon
Resistance, sometimes called the “Utah War.”
In his description of the West, Julius knew he was writing for
history because what had existed had, in many cases, already disappeared
by the turn of the century. Clearly, he believed that what he had seen
must not be forgotten. and today, his words seem more timely than
ever. Julius decries the needless slaughter of the buffalo, the destruction
of natural resources and the treatment of Native americans by the
government in dealings he calls “unworthy of a great nation.”
Often humorous, the book takes readers along on the trek, vividly

#1: Kyle Oliver’18 • koliver@rollins.edu
Corp: Felipe Pinzon ’97 • 337-207-6309 • pinzonprez@gmail.com

portraying fellow travelers also on their way west, sharing forgotten
details, and reminding modern audiences of essential values. Julius
finally returned home seven months after the trip began. a popular
after-dinner speaker, he was in all likelihood a delightful raconteur.
Since its publication a century ago, The Awakening of the Desert
has been regarded as a primary source on the West and an important
cultural work. There is much to be learned from it today. The book
can be found through regular booksellers; an e-book and a 10-hour
audio version of the book, read by Barbara herself, are also available.
long recognized by scholars as a culturally important work, The
Awakening of the Desert sat on her family’s bookshelf throughout Barbara’s childhood. Realizing the relevance of its message for our time,
Barbara brings it to today’s readers and listeners in print, digital and
audio formats. a psychotherapist and writer, she lives in Charlotte. at
the Friday luncheon during the 175th Convention, Barbara made a
presentation, including a book reading, and then did a book signing.
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CHI PSI AUTHORS

Nashville: The South’s New Metropolis
Michael Cass, TΔ’93, is a speechwriter and communications advisor to two mayors and co-author of a
new book about the country’s hottest city: Nashville: The South’s New Metropolis. Co-written with former
Nashville Mayor Karl Dean, Cass explores the city’s 25-year history of
electing progressive, visionary mayors and how that has led to its meteoric
rise to media darling. a longtime journalist turned political speechwriter, he
felt drawn to politics, but becoming a speechwriter was never a career path
he’d considered. after graduating from Sewanee, Cass headed back to his
home state of Georgia and earned a master’s degree in mass communication
from UGa. after cutting his teeth as a reporter at the Augusta Chronicle and
the Macon Telegraph, he moved to Nashville in 1999. Covering Metro
Nashville government and higher education for the Tennessean, Cass quickly
became intimately aware of the inner workings of local government. In 2014,
Mayor Karl Dean offered Cass the job of speechwriter and communications
adviser. Then in 2016, with Cass working for the next mayor, Megan Barry,
Cass and Dean teamed up on this book.

Burgundy Upholstery Sky
andrew J. Pridgen, ΗΔ’97, is a journalist and essayist. He co-founded and
writes for Death of the Press Box, a long-form sports and pop culture commentary site. He lives on the California coast. Burgundy Upholstery Sky (andrew’s first book) is the story of four very different lives intersecting on a
fateful drunken evening when the alcohol turns certain failure into a winsome future and anything seems possible in a race against the morning sun.
But are the interactions as random as they seem? andrew suggests that “anyone who's ever pulled an all-nighter at a resort/casino in the company of
strangers will find something (or someone) they can relate to (and no
guilt/no hangover).” Pick this one up for some good laughs and great wit.

The Life of the World to Come
Dan Cluchey, C’08, former #1 at amherst and Harvard law grad, is a native of Portland, Maine, and a former Obama administration speechwriter and advisor. During
his time in Washington, he wrote hundreds of speeches and op-eds on behalf of senior leaders throughout the administration, on topics ranging from healthcare reform
to international trade. He now lives in New Haven, Conn. In this first novel, The
Life of the World to Come, leo Brice is dead, in a sense (not the traditional one).
When the neurotic law student meets his cosmic match in Fiona Haeberle, an impulsive spirit and burgeoning soap star, all seems well – the two fall fast in love and
spend three years navigating their 20s in wide-eyed wonder. But once the fantastical
woman who had defined his future bolts to pursue a fantasy life of her own, leo is
forced to come to terms with a reality that more closely resembles an epilogue than
the story he’d hoped it might be.
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CHI PSI MILESTONES

Chi Psi Re-Colonizes at Cornell

Staff members Kyle Phillips, PΔ’16, and
Richard Merlino, B’16 (pictured above), have
been living on campus, managing the recruitment and building process for the new Colony.

Chi Psi Central Office staff members have been working with alpha Psi alumni
and the Cornell University administration for the last couple of years on timing
and implementation to bring a new Chi Psi experience to the Ithaca campus. a
solid group of young men has been recruited to bring the alpha back to life.
At right, H. Fisk Johnson, Y’79, takes a selfie with the colony, who joined him on 31 January
2017, when he made a historic $150 M gift to Cornell University to found the Cornell
S.C Johnson College of Business. Brother Johnson made sure that Chi Psi was represented well.
Colonists were invited to attend, and were given priority seating in the front of the auditorium.
During his speech, Brother Johnson made numerous remarks about how special his experience
was because of his Fraternity, and how it helped develop him as a man. Any and all mentions
of his Fraternity experience were met with enthusiastic yelps and hollers from the colonists in
attendance. Following a reception, the Colonists were invited to Souvlaki house, a local Greek
restaurant (with decades of Cornell Chi Psi history) to join Brother Johnson, his family, Alpha Psi
alumni and University leaders. For the undergraduates, it was a wonderful opportunity to see
the lasting impression that the Fraternity experience can have on an individual, and they
reported being humbled by the opportunity to meet such a titan of industry and philanthropist.

Long-Time Wake Advisor
Dr. Charles Lewis Retires
Dr. Charles lewis, ΥΔ’86, became the faculty advisor when Chi Psi started at
Wake Forest University in 1985, and was initiated into the alpha in 1986. He
was a long-time philosophy professor at Wake Forest and retired this past
summer. Well-known to all Wake Chi Psis, Dr. lewis has been very instrumental in keeping the alpha focused on academics, brotherhood, and tradition.
Thank you, Dr. lewis, for being an outstanding advisor to Upsilon Delta!

At October Retirement Luncheon, Dr.Lewis is flanked by
John Chinuntdet, ΥΔ’88, and Tim Snyder, ΥΔ’88.
#1: Robert Fallon ’18 • 781-217-4599 • fallrj14@wfu.edu
Corp: Peter Siderovski ’14 • 919-260-7734 • psiderovski@gmail.com
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POSTCARDS HOME
Alpha Nu: Chillin’ in Purple and Gold in the wilds of the
“far-off West,” with the Brothers at the University of Minnesota
Alpha Delta
Delta: In
late summer,
the Berkeley
Chi Psis held
a scenic river
rafting trip
with recruits.

Alpha
Psi Delta:
The 27 new
initiates at
Colorado
from early
December
gather in
front of
the Lodge.

Alpha
Kappa Delta:
Yale Brothers
took in some
great scenery,
spending their
fall break on a
Brotherhood
retreat in New
Hampshire,

Alpha Zeta Delta:
Illinois Brothers at
Champaign-Urbana
had a great experience
participating in
Chi Psi’s Program
for Self-Development
in early November,
posing afterward
in front of
the Lodge.

Alpha Rho: A December holiday gathering at Rutgers.

Alpha Iota:
Scott Straus,
HD’77,
facilitated a
November
PSD at
Wisconsin.
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In Memoriam
“And let light perpetual shine upon him.”

Brother Thou hast kept the trust, True to thy fraternal tie;
Sweet be thy repose in dust, Mourned and loved by all Chi Psi.
Grant him, Lord, eternal rest, With the spirits of the blest.

“Dr. Dale” Randall, ΣΔ’51, Long-Time Duke Advisor, DSA

Dale Bertrand Jonas Randall,
ΣΔ’51, died after an extended illness on 24
Jul 16. Dale was born in Cleveland, Ohio,
attended Cleveland Heights HS. He then
earned his B.a., Summa Cum laude, at
Case Western Reserve in 1951; his M.a.
from Rutgers in 1953; and his Ph.D. from
the University of Pennsylvania in 1958.
Dale began his teaching career at Duke’s English Department in
1957, focusing on 16th and 17th century British literature. Over his
career, he served as chair of the Southeastern Institute of Medieval
and Renaissance Studies, as associate Dean of Duke Graduate
School, as Chair of the Duke Center for Medieval and Renaissance
Studies, on the Executive Committee of the Folger Institute of Renaissance and 18th Century Studies, and as Interim Chair of the Duke
Drama program. Dale received many academic honors, including
Senior Fellowships at the Folger Shakespeare library and a Guggen-

heim Fellowship. Over his career he published nine books, edited
many more, and wrote numerous articles on a wide array of subjects.
Perhaps his favorite book was “Soliloquy of a Farmer’s Wife: The
Diary of annie Elliott Perrin,” which he referred to as “the book.”
In 1999, Dale retired from Duke and was named Professor Emeritus in English and Theater Studies. To honor Dale, the annual Dale
B. J. Randall award for Outstanding Undergraduate Essay in
Dramatic literature was established and was first presented in 2000.
Dale remained connected to his students by continuing to serve as
Faculty advisor for the Chi Psi Fraternity, which created the Dr.
Dale B. J. Randall Educational Foundation in 2009, “to honor Professor Randall’s pursuit of academic excellence.” He was the recipient
of Chi Psi’s 135th Distinguished Service award.
Besides teaching, publishing, and advising students, he enjoyed
spending time in his extensive yard tending to flowers and raising
chickens. Family and friends were happy recipients of fresh eggs and
flowers. Classical music, antiques, and especially books delighted

Dale; one could often find him in one of his favorite libraries –
Duke’s William R. Perkins library or the Folger Shakespeare library.
Dale was thrilled that his granddaughter, Elaine, shared his birthday;
they delighted each year in blowing out the candles on their cake.
He also cherished visits from
his grandson, Cameron, who
caught his first fish with Dale
cheering him on. Dale is survived by his wife of sixty-one
years, Phyllis, a daughter, a
son, two grandchildren, a sister-in-law, brother-in-law, two
nephews, three nieces, and one
cousin, as well as many grandnieces and grand-nephews. He
was preceded in death by his
Phyllis and Dale Randall
older brother.

ALPHA PI – UNION COLLEGE
John H. Harrigan III ’60 died on
17 Dec 16 with his family at his bedside.
He prepped at Vincentian Institute before
Union. a Navy veteran, John was stationed in Sublant in New london, and
worked in his family’s painting and decorating business. He joined albany Protective Services in 1969 and was plant
manager for many years. He met his wife, Peg when he requested
a bumper sticker for her father Richard’s congressional campaign.
John knew the way to Peg’s heart was through politics and books
and he spent 11 years waiting while she completed graduate study
and teaching. a quiet man who loved to fix things, he believed
that equipment should last forever. He recycled long before it was
fashionable and viewed “clutter” through eyes of a Depression
and WWII-era child. He was devoted to his wife and her historical societies, libraries, and activities, and he always supported his
children’s activities, including skiing, scouting, and sports. Passionate about the family’s Chris-Craft motorboat, he loved sailing
down the Hudson to visit relatives on long Island. John is survived by his wife, Margaret, a daughter, a son, grandson, and
other relatives.
Stephen Michael Andrews ’75 died on 26 Mar 16 after
a brief illness. Steve lived in Germany, Hawaii, and New York
City before Westfield HS, where he was a member of the Nat’l
Honor Society and captain of the Bombers football team. at
Union he played varsity football and baseball, and went on to
earn his MBa from Western New England. He was a buyer for
albert Steiger Co., Bradlees Inc., Work’n’Gear Stores, Casual
Male Retail Group, and Herb Philipson’s Sporting Goods. His
buying trips took him around the world. a resident of longmeadow, Mass., he was a substitute middle school teacher, a softball coach for Parks & Recreation, and a Sunday school teacher
at First Church of Christ. a voracious reader, lover of history,
and avid Patriots and Red Sox fan, his keen sense of humor made
the whole family laugh. Steve is survived by his wife, Cathy, two
daughters, three brothers, a sister, four nephews, and a niece.

James Daniel Flynn Jr. ’82 died
on 29 Nov 16. a beloved husband and father and successful Wall Street executive,
Jim was a deeply caring, loving and dedicated family man who cherished and took
very seriously his role as the family leader.
To his friends he was aﬀectionately known
as “Flynny,” and the name came to mean
kindness, selflessness, charity, or humor in a tough situation. an
“a” student and three-season athlete in high school, he was a
scholar-athlete-Chi Psi at Union. like many friends, he sought
success and excitement, by moving to NYC, found his way to Salomon Brothers, later merged into Citibank, and flourished in
his career. He married his upstate sweetheart, and they raised
three loving children. He was dedicated and active in all aspects
of family life. after his cancer diagnosis, like everything else he
did, he fought hard to the end, always thinking of his friends and
family. Jim is survived by his wife Elise, three children, his mother,
several sisters and brothers, and 15 nieces and nephews.
ALPHA THETA – WILLIAMS COLLEGE
John W. Ross ’58, died peacefully
on 8 Oct 16 with his devoted wife and
daughter at his bedside. John was an Eagle
Scout, and on the ski team at Williams.
He joined Mutual of New York life Insurance Co., where he met his wife. after
their children were born, he was involved
in many youth activities, including Indian
Guides and youth sports, especially baseball, where he coached
and served on the board for many years. later, active with the
football programs (Pop Warner through high school), he represented high school football on the area sports council. He helped
renovate two local stadiums, supported the New Canaan Summer
eatre, and volunteered with the New Canaan Nature Center
and the Town Players. Retiring from MONY in 1979, he became
an independent contractor and eventually a house inspector. In
retirement, he spent more time with all the grandchildren’s activities, and he was active in the Senior Men’s Club with tennis, pad-

dle tennis, golfing and coﬀee meetings with pals. He had a great
sense of humor and an easy smile. John was predeceased by his
older brother, and he is survived by his wife of 55 years, Ellen, a
daughter, a son, and seven grandchildren.
ALPHA ETA – BOWDOIN COLLEGE
Richard L. Achorn ’46, of auburn,
Maine died on 7 Feb 16 with his family
at his side. after high school, Richard enlisted in the U.S. Navy and served in the
Pacific during World War II. Returning
home to Maine, he worked as a telegrapher, supervisor, and general agent for
Maine Central Railroad until retirement
in 1984. He was a member of the Rotary Club, aurora lodge
#50 aF & aM, the Scottish Rite Bodies Valley, and a 32nd degree Mason. He was president of the auburn School Committee
and the Maine State School Board, and he helped to establish
the Maine School Management assn. He enjoyed reading, tracking genealogy, and traveling this country and abroad. He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Betty, two daughters, a son, four
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
ALPHA EPSILON – UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
James McHatton May ’49, died
peacefully at home on Grand Traverse Bay
on 28 July 16, surrounded by his adoring
family. Jim prepped at Detroit Univ. School
(now University liggett), served in the Merchant Marines in WWII all the way to Iwo
Jima and Okinawa, and then enrolled at the
U of Michigan. Jim worked in Chicago for
a year before being drafted into the army in 1950, to serve in the
Korean War, becoming a 1st lieutenant in the occupying forces in
Neu Ulm, Germany. Jim returned to Detroit in 1951 and was the
successful owner of Metals Finishing Corporation for 32 years, retiring in 1989, and then dividing his time between Michigan, South
Carolina, and Colorado. Jim was a member of the First Presbyterian
Church of Elk Rapids, MI, and Seneca Presbyterian Church, in S.C.
He was an avid skier and golfer, loved tennis and squash and enjoyed
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IN MEMORIAM

Leonard Herring, Σ’48, Lowe’s CEO, Philanthropist, & DSA

Leonard Gray Herring, Σ’48, died
at his home on 1 Dec 16. a North Carolina
business leader and philanthropist, he was a
gentleman in every sense of the word every
day of his life. Born in Snow Hill, N.C., he
earned a BS degree in commerce from UNC
in 1948. He eloped in 1950 to marry his
wife, Rozelia “Rose” Sullivan, and she was
his true love for 66 years. after having held positions with Dun &
Bradstreet and Weil’s department stores, leonard Herring moved
his family to Wilkes County in 1955 to become part of the firstgeneration management of lowe’s Companies Inc. Early on, he designed a profit-sharing plan to ensure lowe’s employees benefitted
financially from the company’s success. after the death of founder
Carl Buchan in 1960, he orchestrated the purchase of the company
by the profit-sharing plan, meaning the employees owned the com-

pany. later, he led the company’s initial public stock offering, providing lowe’s the capital to grow. Mr. Herring retired in 1996, having served for the previous 18 years as lowe’s president and chief
executive officer. leonard Herring gave much to Wilkes and North
Carolina. With the YMCa of Greater Charlotte, he led the development of Herring Ridge, home to Camp Harrison. He assisted his
wife, Rose, in leading the construction of the Wilkes County library
in North Wilkesboro. He was a supporter of many other philanthropic projects, including health career education at Wilkes Community College, hundreds of scholarships at UNC (Chapel Hill),
Duke University Eye Center and Divinity School, the North Carolina Zoo and numerous local projects in the Wilkes County area.
He was a regular donor to The Chi Psi Educational Trust, and was
the recipient of Chi Psi’s 136th Distinguished Service award. In
1997, leonard was inducted into the North Carolina Hall of Fame.
In 2006, he was recipient of the William Richardson Davie award

from UNC (established by UNC Trustees in 1984, the Davie award
is the highest honor bestowed by the university trustees and recognizes extraordinary service to the university or to society). In recent
years, he received the Mott award from the YMCa of Greater Charlotte, given for leadership and
high ideals of Christian service,
and was an inaugural inductee
into the Wilkes Hall of Fame.
leonard was preceded in death
by an infant son and a sister.
He is survived by his wife,
Rose, a daughter, a son, lee
Herring, Σ’76, seven grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, a sister, and a number of Herring with Dick Jenrette, Σ’51 in
other relatives.
front of the Sigma Lodge.

many creative pursuits. a devoted husband, father and grandfather,
he was a steadfast and loyal friend, quick to laughter, with a positive
outlook, who provided good advice and an encouraging word. and
there was always beer in the refrigerator. Jim is survived by his loving
wife of 63 years, Phyllis, two daughters, a sister, a brother, five grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and dear friends, and faithful dog, Spot.
Charles Ellsworth Kolb II ’51, of lake Forest, Ill., died
on 27 Oct 16. He attended Williams, and he earned a BS in Engineering from Michigan and a Ba in Physics from Western
Michigan. He served in Germany during the Korean War with
the army Security agency. Charles had an illustrious career in
manufacturing operations and engineering with Bendix Missile
Systems, Cook Electric, litton Medical Systems, and EMI Medical. He helped design the Talos long range missile systems, early
home microwaves, and the first mobile CT scan machines, and
he belonged many engineering societies. an avid diver and boater,
he loved astronomy, and in retirement, he taught celestial navigation and boating safety for the U.S. Power Squadrons. a lifelong golfer, a highlight of his life was playing the prestigious St.
andrews and Turnberry courses in Scotland. a devoted Episcopalian, he was a parishioner of the Church of the Holy Spirit in
lake Forest and a member of "e Old Dogs" Brotherhood of
St. Bernard. Charles is survived by his loving wife of 55 years,
Jane, five children, four grandchildren, and a great grandson.
John Herbert Blight ’64, died on 2 aug 16, while enjoying a beach-walk on lake Michigan and the dunes he loved. at
U of M, John earned engineering and MBa degrees, developed
lasting bonds with his Chi Psi Brothers, and met his wife of 49
years, Sharon. Upon graduation, he worked for arthur andersen.
During his Michigan air National Guard service, he was activated to patrol inner city streets during Detroit riots. He transferred into a U.S. Naval Reserve intelligence unit, and arthur
andersen transferred John to Cincinnati, where he was named
partner and where his children were raised. later, John served as
VP of Finance and Manufacturing of United air Specialists before retiring to Frankfort, Mich., where his family used to vacation. John was a member of Rotary, an elder at Blaine Christian
Church, a Big Brother in Big Brothers/Big Sisters, and a mentor
at Betsie Valley Elementary. He is survived by his wife, a daughter,
a son, five grandchildren, his dogs and “grand-dogs.”
ALPHA SIGMA – UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA
Dr. Edward Garner Flickinger ’69,
of Nashua and Glen, N.H., died on 25
June 16, with his wife of 47 years by his
side. He prepped at Deerfield, where he
was a three-season athlete, class president,
and recipient of the Deerfield Cup for
most outstanding student. at UNC he was
a Morehead Scholar, Phi Beta Kappa, and

#2 of alpha Sigma. at Duke Medical School, he was in alpha
Omega alpha and was chosen by his peers to give the graduation
speech. He was on staﬀ at Metro General Hospital Cleveland before becoming surgery professor at East Carolina in Greenville,
N.C. He was Vice Chair of General Surgery at U of Rochester
and then received his MBa at RIT’s Saunders College of Business. Recently, he was on staﬀ at North Conway Memorial Hospital and then at Southern New Hampshire Medical Center. Ed
is survived by his wife, Karen, two sons, a daughter, nine grandchildren, a great grand-daughter, two brothers, a sister, nieces
and nephews.
ALPHA GAMMA – UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
Carl Gustav (Gus) Evers ’89,
died on 6 Sept 16. He lived in Jackson,
Miss., all his life before attending Ole
Miss. He graduated from the art Institute
of Fort lauderdale where he received the
Governor’s Visual Communications
award. at the time of his death he was
employed by the U of Mississippi Medical
Center GI Department. “He was a special guy who brought a
lot of humor to our lab and uplifted us and he will be missed,”
said Jim Sones, M.D., Chief, Division Digestive Diseases. Gus
was original, witty and creative. For years he helped design and
construct winning floats for the Hal’s St. Paddy’s Day parade,
and he designed and wore costumes brilliant in both creativity
and color. He was an original member of the Shamrock Gator
Society, now known as the Rude Men, and he played in local
soccer leagues. Preceded in death by his father, he is survived by
his mother, two sisters, a nephew, and several cousins.
ALPHA OMICRON – UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
Charles Henry Lane ’73, of Staunton, died on 18 aug
16, in Fishersville, Vir. Chuck graduated with a Master’s from
UVa. His passion for photography led him to become the owner
of aspen Photography. In his free time Chuck gave back to the
Charlottesville community as a volunteer umpire for McIntire
little league. He is survived by his mother, wife, Maryrose, a
son, a daughter, a brother, a niece, three nephews, and an aunt.
ALPHA PSI – CORNELL UNIVERSITY
Dr. Edward “Ted” Lupton White ’65, a brilliant and
gentle man, died peacefully at sunrise on 26 Sept 16, in the arms
of his wife, Kathy, after a 3 ½ year battle with brain cancer. Valedictorian of the class of 1958 at Northfield Mount Hermon, he
earned an Engineering Physics degree from Cornell in 1965,
where he was in the popular men’s a capella, the Sherwoods. after
several years as research physicist and technical writer, he earned
his medical degree at Case Western Reserve and completed a psychiatry residency at UC Davis, then working in various California settings. after graduating from San Francisco Psychoanalytic

Institute, he moved to Maine to be attending psychiatrist in
adult Outpatient Services at Portland’s Maine Medical Center.
He was a voracious reader, poet, photographer, hiker, skier, runner, gardener, kayaker, who would rise to any physical challenge,
including plunging his kayak into the ocean in Maine on Christmas day. He continued singing with the Sherwoods several times
a year, and sang locally with “On a Wing and a Prayer” at St.
Joseph’s Church in Portland. He was patient, adventurous, and
never turned down a lesson in science. He didn’t have a favorite
team; he just enjoyed the event. He leaves an indelible mark on
family and friends who benefitted from the way in which he gave
of himself. Ted is survived by his mother, his wife, Kathy Eliscu;
a son, four grandchildren, two stepchildren, two sisters, two
brothers, many nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.
ALPHA IOTA – UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
Herdis W. McCrary, Jr. ’56 died
on 1 aug 16. Growing up in Green Bay,
Wis., he was an accomplished student
athlete, excelling at track, all-american
in basketball, and earning a football scholarship to Wisconsin, where he was part of
the Badger’s first Rose Bowl team in
1952. His college years were interrupted
by the Korean War, but he was a proud Marine, earning two Purple Hearts. Returning to Madison and the lodge, he got his degree in Business and Finance. He met his future wife when he
was in 9th grade. Years later, they eloped and began their amazing
life journey, creating a big, loud, beautiful family, international
travel, and lifelong friendships, based in Wisconsin. He began
his teaching career at appleton West and was a part of the original teaching staﬀ when ashwaubenon High School opened in
1965 and for 28 years thereafter. He was a favorite English
teacher who touched many lives in and out of the classroom. He
loved reading, puzzles, travel, winters in Florida, good song lyrics,
poetry, history, golf, the Green Bay Packers, the Badgers, colorful
stories, quiet days on the beach, and evening sunsets with his
family on the bay of Green Bay. Predeceased by his wife, Nancy,
he is survived by his six children, ten grandchildren, five greatgrandchildren, a sister, and nieces and nephews.
James Byron “Jim” Burt Sr. ’57,
died at home on 30 aug 2016, with his
beloved wife at his side. Raised in
Evanston and Wilmette, Ill., he prepped
at New Trier, where he met his future wife
of 61 years, Susan. ey were married in
1955. Jim was president of IFC at Wisconsin, and pilot in the U.S. air Force.
Following the service, he had a successful career as a healthcare
executive, moving all over the country, then settling in Califor-
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IN MEMORIAM

Joe McConnell, Y’46, Community Leader, Artist, DSA Recipient

Joseph A. McConnell, Ψ’46, died
on 17 Sept 16, surrounded by his loved
ones, at age 92. Joe was a community
leader, an artist, a patron of the arts, and
a true patriarch: a source of strength and
support for his family and the communities he lived in. as many of his classmates
of that time, his studies at Cornell were
interrupted by WWII where he served as a lieutenant in the
army air Corps. He piloted the B25 Bomber in the western
Pacific in 1945 completing 23 aerial combat missions. Before
leaving for the army, he married fellow Cornellian Susan McKinney in 1944. ey were married for 69 years, until Susan's
death in 2013. Joe and Susan made Ithaca their home for over

40 years, where Joe joined his father-in-law's insurance agency,
working there until his retirement. In 1946, he joined the
alpha Psi Board of Directors and served faithfully more than
25 years, 20 as corporation president. as president, he piloted
a major transformation of the lodge, and the lodge was maintained in truly outstanding condition. Joe’s strong leadership
resulted in a better brotherhood supported by a responsive organization. He co-founded the alpha Psi Trust in 1958, serving
45 years as a Trustee, most of those as secretary/treasurer or
chair. Joe was active with the local YMCa for 35 years and received an award for his service from the Trustees. He was also
a member of e Savage Club of Ithaca, a private social club
for the pursuit of happiness through music, literature and the
performing arts. Joe loved music. He sang and played piano,

trumpet and French horn. He participated in many area bands
and even founded his own Joe McConnell Big Band. In 1985
Joe retired to his family's farm in Mansfield, Penn, where he
joined the Concert Wind Ensemble at Mansfield University,
which honored him for outstanding service. Joe and Susan also
established a scholarship fund at Mansfield University for
promising singers in memory of their late daughter louise, a
talented soprano, who died of cancer in 1994. Joe and Susan
were very active in St. James Episcopal Church of Mansfield,
where Joe formed the St. James Brass ensemble and sang in
the choir. In 2008, Joe received the Citizen of the Year award
from the greater Mansfield Chamber of Commerce. Joe is survived by his sister, a son, two daughters, nine grandchildren,
and five great grandchildren.

nia. He founded two companies of his own before moving back
to Madison in 1992, again active in numerous business ventures.
Jim served as chair of the alumni Corporation and a board member of Wisconsin Public Television. He started an endowment
for the UW Band, which he loved. Jim had a passion for singing,
flying, traveling, e Badgers, e Bears, e Cubs, and spending time with family and friends in Minocqua. He is survived by
his wife, Susan, a daughter, son, and four grandchildren. He
leaves a legacy of laughter and love for his family and friends.
ALPHA RHO – RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
Donald Packard Meiss ’51 died
peacefully on 13 May 16, one day after his
90th birthday. He was a Marine during
World War II and was stationed in China
and Japan just after the war. He returned
to study geology at Rutgers and fell in love
with the West during a college geology
field trip. He became a petroleum geologist in Wyoming, but came back to marry his college sweetheart,
Peggy. e couple moved Billings, Mont., which became their
home and birthplace of their three children. a final career move
led Don and Peggy to Denver. One of Don’s loves was “putting
on the camping hat” and heading out in the car with a tent for a
summer trip. is lead to many opportunities for rock collecting
with special emphasis on finding the "FRDK" rocks (funny rock,
don’t know!). another love was golf, and they build a house on
the avondale golf course, where Don became a ranger and a regular on the links. Don’s two brothers predeceased him. He is survived by Peggy, his wife of 63 years, two daughters, a son, five
grandsons, three great grandchildren.
Daniel MacLean Kramer Jr. ’50, of West Chester, Penn.,
died on 30 Dec 16. Dan worked on South Jersey truck farms for
the WWII war eﬀort where he picked strawberries and cut asparagus. at Rutgers he was an air ROTC student, ran crosscountry & track, was a member of Sword & Scabbard, and
received a BS in Biology. later he earned an MBa from Temple.
after postings in Sault Ste. Marie & Morocco, and active reserves
out of McGuire aFB, he retired as a Major in the U.S. air Force.
He was widowed by his first wife, Jane. He then married Shirley
Parrish, pulling their families together. He is survived by his wife,
Shirley, four daughters, six sons, a brother, 22 grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren, and numerous nieces and nephews.
ALPHA ALPHA DELTA – UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
Col. Joel Wayne Lawson ’38,
died peacefully at his residence on 1 Sept
16. at Columbia (SC) High School, he
was president of the student body, voted
most popular and most likely to succeed,
and played end on the state championship
football team in 1934. He graduated from
UGa in 1938 and returned for a Master’s

degree in 1960. He was in ROTC, received a 2nd lieutenant
commission in the U.S. army Reserve, ordered to active duty in
1940 and assigned to the 29th Infantry Regiment. He was in the
invasion of Europe landing on the beaches of Cherbourg and
went all the way to Berlin. He went to Vietnam twice under General Westmoreland and was selected to escort Presidents Nixon
and Carter during their visits there. a paratrooper with 127
jumps to his credit, he retired as a Colonel in 1964. a true american Hero, will be missed by all that knew him.
Leonard F. Powell Jr. ’49 died on
17 Jan 16. He was born and raised in augusta, Ga., and enrolled at UGa at age 17.
ere was a war on, so he withdrew before
graduation to enlist in the army, but was
rejected because of partial blindness in one
eye. He memorized the eye chart and applied again, successfully. after serving in
the Philippines he returned home, and he met his future wife at
a USO. His degree after the war was in business, but commerce
held no allure for him. He immersed himself in Spanish for a
summer in Mexico and earned a masters in language at Ole Miss.
For more than 25 years, he challenged minds and inspired ambitions of thousands of teenagers at Kathleen High School in lakeland, Fla. a compassionate listener and a giver of practical advice,
he became mentor, confidant, father confessor, and champion for
many, helping them navigate the precarious paths of teen romance, comforting them through family tragedies, shepherding
them into adulthood. after a second heart bypass surgery his doctor told him he must retire, so he and his “lady Marian” spent
the next 20 years traveling the world, forging friendships everywhere. From the time he was a teenager, he was known for his
skill on the dance floor, and he never lost his moves. In his last
years, he often said that he had lived a full and happy life and had
no regrets. He joins his lady Marian, who preceded him in shuffling oﬀ this mortal coil. He leaves a legacy of assorted children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.
ALPHA BETA DELTA – LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
William Comstock Walker ’43, of
Stone Mountain, Ga., died on 28 Oct 14
with his sons by his side. Bill prepped at
Milwaukee Country Day, winning numerous awards and developed interests from
chemistry to carrier pigeon racing. He was
a member of the american Chemical Society for almost 71 years. He served as #4
at Beta Delta and completed a B.S. in Chemical Engineering with
honors in 1943, accepting a research fellowship by Westvaco
Chlorine, staying at lehigh to earn an M.S. in Chemical Eng.
and a Ph.D. in Chemistry by June 1946. He became associate director of the National Printing Ink Research Institute to do fundamental research for the pulp and paper industry and attained

faculty status at lehigh as a Research assistant Professor. With a
colleague, Bill created and published the Walker-Fetzko formula
for the transfer of ink from a printing plate onto a substrate. Soon
after, Bill left lehigh to set up a new research laboratory for printing problems, working for the West Virginia Pulp and Paper
Company. He and his wife raised their two sons on a wooded estate in the allegheny Mountains, and learned to hunt, fish, and
enjoy the challenges and pleasures of rural life. ey lived for a
time near lincoln Center in NYC, and then Riverside, Conn,
where he grew 35 fruit trees, using his chemistry skills to make
his own wine. ey retired to Savannah, and then Stone Mountain, Ga. a loving family man, an outdoor enthusiast, a paragon
of integrity, a devoted husband, and an extraordinary engineer,
Bill was successful in every facet of life. He is survived his loving
wife of 69 years, althea, two sons, five grandchildren, a sister,
and many nieces and nephews. Bill was preceded in death by his
brother, Frederick Wiley Walker Jr., BΔ’36.
Robert J. Ellis Jr. ’58, died after a
long battle with alzheimer’s on 5 May 15.
Bob lived most of his life in the Cherry
Hill, N.J., area until he retired to the Jersey
Shore in 2006. He was an oﬃcer in the
U.S. Navy and was employed by Cigna in
Philadelphia for 38 years. Bob was an avid
golfer and had a lifelong passion for basketball. He thoroughly enjoyed boating, but above all loved
spending time in the yard with his grandchildren feeding the fish
and planting flowers. Predeceased by his brother, Bob is survived
by the love of his life, Ginny, two sons, five grandchildren, a sister,
and several nieces and nephews.
ALPHA GAMMA DELTA – STANFORD UNIVERSITY
Peter Paul Pierce ’56 died on 28
Sept 16. after college, he worked for several years in the family business, Pierce
Wrapping Company in Chicago. He
moved to arizona in 1973 and into the insurance business until 2014. He was president of the Scottsdale Insurance assn, a
member of the arizona arabian assn, and
president of Kiwanis. Predeceased by two daughters, he is survived by his wife, Mary, two sisters, two stepchildren, and seven
grandchildren.
ALPHA EPSILON DELTA – U OF CHICAGO/NORTHWESTERN U
James Russell "Jimmy" Mudge ’65 died peacefully on
21 aug 16 with his beloved wife, Margo by his side. a witty man
with a beautiful mind, a magnetic personality and a dazzling
smile, Jimmy spent most of his life in the Chicago area. a natural
salesman, he had a stellar career with Pitney Bowes, last serving
as national sales director. Pitney Bowes was where he met the love
of his life, Margo. He loved music, dancing, theater, Italian food,
and golf. He was a die hard Cubs, Dodgers and Northwestern
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IN MEMORIAM

Art Washburn, ΥΔ’88, Chi Psi Trustee, Community Leader

W. Arthur Washburn III, ΥΔ’88,
died unexpectedly on 12 Feb 17, while
out for an afternoon run. He lived in
Glen allen, Virginia, where he worked as
a principal and founder of alpha Omega
Wealth Management. as a Trustee of
The Chi Psi Educational Trust, Inc., art
brought an amazing knowledge of investments and board leadership, chairing the Trust Investment
Committee. He was a facilitator for the Emmons aMR, the
Program for Self Development, and the Spencer Institute. He
was a devoted husband, a proud dad, a great servant leader, and
was always willing to give of himself to others and the community. art received a Ba from Wake Forest, an MBa from Virginia Commonwealth University, and he earned the Certified
Investment Management analyst designation. art had over 20
years of financial services experience, spending time at Sun
Trust Capital Markets, Signet Bank, and Prudential Securities.
He was a Virginia Chapter board member of Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation and on the CF National leadership Council. He
chaired the american Heart association (Central Va), and was
a loyal member of the local Kiwanis Club and Richmond Strikers Soccer Club. He was incoming president of Henrico Business leaders, and chaired the 2017 March of Dimes’ March for
Babies. art is survived by his wife, Sondra, their three boys,
alex (21), Zach (18), and Christopher (15), and his mother.

At the last high school basketball game for Art’s son Zach, in the week after Art died, the whole crowd wore shirts carrying Art in their hearts.

Wildcats fan. after a two-year battle with cancer, he is survived
by his wife of 18 years, Margo, two brothers including Michael
S. Mudge, ΕΔ’64, a son, a daughter, and two grandsons.
ALPHA ZETA DELTA – UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
Richard “Dick” C. Berkshire ’52
of Pinehurst, N.C., died on 15 Oct 16.
Dick enjoyed an urban childhood, exploring Chicago and all it had to oﬀer, including sneaking into Wrigley Field in 1945 to
watch the Cubs play in their last World
Series. In the army, he was a cryptographic specialist at the end of World War
II and again during the Korean War. He majored in journalism
at Illinois, with a focus in radio, and produced his own show for
the university radio station. He enjoyed the life of an ad man in
Chicago during the late 1950s, working for the Needham, louis
and Brorby agency. Dick became national sales manager for
Durham Industries, and in the mid 1960s, started his own company, Berkshire-Cheren, Inc., serving as president until retirement. In 1995, they retired to Pinehurst, N.C., and Dick joined
the Tin Whistles, Pinehurst Country Club, Men’s Golf association, the English Speaking Union, and the North Carolina Symphony. ey traveled frequently and enjoyed China, Mexico,
England and Italy. as his days on the golf course grew fewer his
hours spent reading grew greater. Dick was a story-teller, and his
stories always ended with a great laugh. Dick is survived by his
loving wife of 57 years, Sharon, a daughter, a son, two granddaughters, and his sister.
ALPHA PSI DELTA – UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO
Frank Daniel Rock II, ’50, died on
13 June 16. Born in Winthrop, Mass., he
prepped at Riverside Military academy
before the U of Colorado. He served in
the U.S. Navy during WWII in the South
Pacific and the Philippines. His first job
after college was with the CIa in Washington, D.C. He bought a farm in Gordonsville, Va., where he was active in livestock farming, insurance
and real estate. He managed the Virginia Pipeline Co. and Citi-

zens Gas Co. operations. He retired as president, CEO and chair
of lynchburg Gas Co. a two-term senior warden at Christ Episcopal Church, he was president of the lions Club, secretary-treasurer of Gordonsville Development Corp. He was a trustee of
Gordonsville Community Hospital, trustee of lynchburg College, board member of Sovran Bank, president of the lynchburg
Chamber of Commerce, and president of both Central lynchburg Inc. and Southeastern Gas association. In Beaufort, Brother
Rock was an active member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Beaufort Historical assn and Rotary. He was preceded in death by
brothers lewis B. Rock Jr., F’40, and Charles S. Rock, YΔ’49,
father lewis B. Rock, ZΔ’19, and uncle William P. Rock, YΔ’27.
He is survived by two daughters, a son, two stepsons, ten grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.
James Edward “Ed” Woods ’56
died on 16 aug 16. a native of Hood
River, Ore. and resident of Tuscaloosa,
ala., since 1969, Ed grew up in Denver,
Colo.,where he met the love of his life,
Sharon. ey almost made it to their 60th
anniversary on 5 September. Ed was #1 at
Psi Delta, earned a BS in marketing, and
joined the U.S. Naval air Force. In 1958 he joined Weyerhauser
Co. and made his career in the packaging industry. In 1969, he
joined Gulf States Paper Corp. and served a series of roles until
1993, when he became the first non-family member to be named
president and CEO. Ed was chair for the Paperboard Packaging
Council, and a director for amer. Forest & Paper assn, Mercedes
Benz, and amSouth Bank. He was on the President’s Cabinet at
the U of alabama, and similar councils at the U of West alabama
and Tuscaloosa County’s Challenge 21. Prior to his retirement,
he received the Paperboard Packaging Council’s highest award
for lifetime service. an avid outdoorsman and golfer, Ed helped
develop North River Golf Club, and he and Sharon were founding members of the Cullasaja Club in Highlands, N.C. Ed and
Sharon traveled extensively after retirement in Europe, africa,
New Zealand, North and South america. He is survived by his
wife, Sharon, two sons, six grandchildren, a sister, and host of
other relatives.
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John Chinuntdet, ΥΔ’88 wrote: One of my closest and dearest friends on the planet, we met as freshmen suitemates,
pledged together, graduated together and were in each other's
weddings. Since 1988, art and I talked every week about our
families, friends, business, and basketball. art was a true gentleman, a respected scholar, a loyal friend, a wonderful father, a
loving husband, a successful businessman, and an extraordinary
Brother. From the time that art saved me from doing something stupid my freshman year to calling to congratulate me on
a deal closing last week, he was always there to support me in
anything that I did. The Force ran strong in him. I hope that
everyone is lucky enough to have a friend like art in their lives.
Julian Emerson, B’80, Educational Trust Chair wrote: a dear
friend and Brother. What an outstanding father, husband, community leader, friend, and Brother. I know art is smiling down
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on a life, although too short, that was well lived. He touched
many with the best of human actions. art was a true gentleman.
Honored to have served with art on the Educational Trust. Our
loss is Heaven's gain. You are already missed, Brother.
Bruce Thompson, ΥΔ’88 wrote: I met art Washburn over 30
years ago as freshmen at Wake Forest. art was always the best
example of the scholar and gentleman all Chi Psis at Wake aspired to be. He lived his life to the fullest, loved his family more
than anything, made a lasting impact on his community and
achieved excellence in his career. I leaned on him so many times
over the years for advice and comfort. He was one of the best
friends a person could ever have. art left us too early. While we
lost his earthly presence today, he will live on through Sondra
and their boys and those he touched throughout his life. Join
me in holding art and his family in our hearts.

Robert R. Weaver ’55, of Oklahoma City, Okla., died 10 Jan 17. Bob
grew up in Denver, graduated with a BS
in business, and served in the Korean War.
He went to work as a CPa for arthur
Young & Co. He later served as CFO for
Doric and Tierco Corporations. after
leaving Tierco he started his own software
publishing company and worked for 14 years as manager of the
Western Club Foundation. In addition to being a loving father
and extending help to those in alcoholics anonymous, Bob will
be remembered for his sense of humor, generosity, business mind,
and fondness for CU, dogs and watching sports. He is survived
by his daughter, a brother, Raymond W. Weaver Jr., YΔ’55, a
nephew, and nieces, and other relatives.
John Burr Friedlund ’66 died
peacefully on 31 Dec 16 in San Diego,
Calif. Having graduated from Colorado
with a Journalism degree, John lived a very
full life. He was a fighter pilot and flight
instructor in the U.S. Navy, flying a4 and
F8 planes. after the Navy, John was a
longtime Financial adviser with Paine
Webber, UBS, and Morgan Stanley. He was an avid golfer, skier,
tennis player, guitar and piano player, traveler, and singer in the
St. Bartholomew’s Church Choir. John was a true lover of life
and will be greatly missed by his family and friends. He is survived by his wife, amy, two daughters, and four grandchildren.
ALPHA ETA DELTA – UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
John A. Busterud ’43, former California assemblyman and Chair of the President's Council on Environmental Quality,
died peacefully on 4 Jan 16 at his home in
San Rafael, Calif. after graduating Phi Beta
Kappa from Oregon, he was an Infantry officer with the U.S. army's 90th Infantry Division in Europe, and his Battalion captured
the vast German gold reserves and priceless art treasures deep in a
salt mine in Merkers, Germany. He would eventually retire as a lieu-
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IN MEMORIAM

Travis Valentine, WΔ’05, George Mason Founder & Birge Recipient

Travis Valentine, ΩΔ’05, a founder
of his alpha and a recipient of the Stanley Birge award, died at age 33 from a
brain aneurysm on 14 Feb 17 at his residence in Washington D.C. Travis was a
computer programmer for livingSocial.
a graduate of Central York (Penn.)
High School, Travis earned a degree cum
laude in government and international politics from George
Mason University in 2005. as a freshman, Travis was one of
13 students who became founding members of Chi Psi at
GMU. Upon graduation, he was awarded the Stanley J. Birge
award, the National Fraternity's highest undergraduate honor.
The award is presented to that graduating senior who exemplifies the best attributes of a Chi Psi Brother through his outstanding contributions to his community, his academic work,
and to his Brothers during his undergraduate years. (Travis is
the first Birge recipient to pass away since the award’s creation
in 1971.) after graduation, Travis was the first Omega Delta
alumnus to be elected to the alumni Corporation board, and
he served as corporation treasurer for several years.
Survivors are his mother and stepfather, maternal grandmother, aunts and uncles, cousins, and numerous close friends,
co-workers, business associates, and Brothers. The family requests that memorial gifts to honor Travis be made to The Chi
Psi Educational Trust, Inc., Jeffrey Hall, 45 Rutledge Street,

Nashville, TN 37210. Gifts will be used to create an endowment for an undergraduate scholarship in Travis’ name.
Travis loved cookies. He was a huge dog lover also, and he
often talked about his parents' dog in York. He had a deep commitment to helping kids and trying to offer support and encouragement, and he taught himself how to code and built
YourTurn, a platform that connects a learner with a mentor for
advice on how to achieve their goals.
Kendall Rose Potter (wife of a life-long friend): Travis was so
much more than just my friend. He was family, a beloved Uncle
to my boys, the person we called when things got hard, the best
friend we laughed with, and sent stupid texts to, and who was
an honorary brother. It was such a joy just to know him.
Kishore Thota, WΔ’05: I met Travis Valentine my freshman
year of college at George Mason. little did I know that we’d
develop such a long-lasting friendship. Since then, we’ve been
on countless adventures in his blue VW Jetta, started Chi Psi
at GMU, and
shared so many
stories and laughs
over the years.
Travis was special,
one of the best
people I knew,
more than a friend,
he was my Brother.

No matter what you were going through, you could always
count on Travis being there for you. I know Travis would want
us to be happy, to remember good times, and to move forward
by doing something good together for our friends, families, and
communities. I’ve found solace knowing Travis is happy that
we’re all talking and connecting with each other again. You are
deeply missed, Travis, but we are all better off having had you
in our lives. Rest in Peace, Brother.
Cliff Massa III, EΔ’71: as Travis lived his life, he was the
epitome of a Chi Psi gentleman. He showed many of us what
the best of our Fraternity can be and what an exemplary friend
actually is on a day-to-day basis. I am confident that the happy
memories will overtake the sorrow in time. It is fitting to close
with a few of Stanley’s words to affirm that those who knew
Travis well “are just a little stronger, just a little happier, just a
little more sensitive to the finer things in life because we knew”
Travis because he had “found the true meaning of Chi Psi.”

tenant Colonel. (His WWII experiences were featured in our 60th
anniversary D-Day stories in the Summer 2004 issue of The P&G.)
after the war, he graduated Yale law School and began his legal
career with of Brobeck, Phleger and Harrison in San Francisco, Calif.
He also authored Below the Salt, a historical account of the German
gold reserves discovery. Following his tenure in the legislature, he
returned to the law with Broad, Busterud and Khourie. He was president of the Commonwealth Club of California and the Committee
to Save The Headlands, laying the groundwork for Golden Gate
Nat’l Recreation area. In 1971, President Nixon appointed him as
the first Deputy asst Sec. of Defense for Environmental Quality,
later chairing President Ford’s Council on Environ. Quality. During
retirement, he and wife anne doted on their children and grandchildren. He was president of the Rotary Club of Palo alto, a long-time
member of the Bohemian Club, and an active member of the “Don't
Give Up Your Day Job Chorus.” Preceded in death by his beloved
wife of 62 years, anne, he is survived by two sons, a daughter, and
seven grandchildren.
Richard (Rick) Charles Rees ’71
died on 13 Oct 16. rough a fated case
of mistaken identity, Rick met the love of
his life, Barbara, and they were blissfully
wed for 47 wonderful years. after his
army service, they relocated to Marietta,
Ga. Spending his next 30 years pursuing
his passion in the floral industry, he was a
Board Member for FTD (Florist Transworld Delivery), founding
president of Metro atlanta Florist Delivery Co-op, owner of
Charlene’s Flower Shop and SE Regional Product Development
Manager for 1-800 Flowers. Rick passed on his passion for the
musical arts to his children, and he spent countless hours volunteering with the Spirit of atlanta and Magic of Orlando Drum
& Bugle Corps; whether it be driving, cooking or loading, he was
always prepared to do whatever was needed to keep the corps on
the road. In 1996, Rick and Barbara began a new adventure with
Greatime Getaways. In 2010, he took the driver’s seat and began
what he says was the most enjoyable job he had ever held. He is
survived by his wife, Barbara, a son, a daughter, two brothers,
five grandchildren, nieces, nephew and cousins.

ALPHA THETA DELTA – UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
Raymond Orrin Watne ’54 died
on 9 Oct 16. after an enlistment in the
Marines and then “U-Dubb” and Chi Psi,
he worked for Boeing for 30 years. He
spent many years volunteering at the Center for Wooden Boats and the Maritime
Museum. He is survived by his wife of 60
years, louise, three daughters, a son, and
was predeceased by brothers, Edwin M. Watne, QΔ’55 and Rick.
Ray lived a full life and died in peace.
George Philbrick Brace ’62 died
peacefully on 4 May 16, following a brief
battle with glioblastoma multiforme brain
cancer. George served in the U.S. army
Reserves after UW and graduated from
Pacific Coast Banking School. He worked
in commercial banking for more than 50
years with Seattle-First National Bank and
Old National Bank. In 1988, George was one of five founders of
Pacific Northwest Bank, serving as Exec. VP and Banking Group
Manager, with 58 branches in Washington. George’s community
involvement included service to the american Heart assn, Bellevue art Museum, Bellevue Chamber of Commerce, Bellevue
Community College Fndn, Bellevue Downtown assn, Downtown Rotary, Bellevue Schools Fdn, Central Park Tennis Center,
Medical Teams Int’l, Medic One, Overlake Hospital Fndn, Overlake Hospital, Rotocare of Bellevue, and lakes Country Club
assn. George is survived by his wife, Kim, two sons, two stepdaughters, six grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.
ALPHA KAPPA DELTA – YALE UNIVERSITY
Raymond Victor Havican Jr. ’52 died peacefully at
home on 26 aug 16 surrounded by his loving family. Ray enlisted
in the army after high school, and served in Japan during Occupation as a field communications instructor. He attended Yale on
the GI Bill, earning a B.S. in Engineering, and he was president
of the Meriden-Wallingford Yale alumni chapter for many years.
Ray worked for General Motors in Detroit after graduation, and
a Michigan Chi Psi set him up on a blind date with a sorority

girl. a perfect match, they wed in 1954. Ray took a sales management position with U.S. Steel and relocated to Chicago, Ill.,
then Des Moines, Iowa, Old Bridge, N.J., and finally to Wallingford, Conn., in 1971. He finished his career with Feroleto Steel,
where he retired in 1995. While working, Ray earned an MBa
from U of New Haven, and he taught Management Science at
UNH for many years. Passionate about politics, Ray served many
years on the Wallingford Democratic Town Comm. and chaired
the Zoning Board. Ray’s family spent much time together, having
the good fortune of living close by. Ray is survived by his sister,
three daughters, three grandchildren, and nieces and nephews.
ALPHA PI DELTA – NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY
Mykhayl Wolfegang Sutton ’09
of longmont, Colo., died on 15 June 16,
from injuries resulting from a plane crash.
Mykhayl was raised in Kannapolis, N.C.,
and graduated with honors from a.l.
Brown H.S. He was very proud to be a
Chi Psi. While in Kannapolis, he was an
active member of First Baptist Church
and participated in the youth mission trips. learning to be a surveyor by working for the family business, he moved to longmont, Colo., three years ago to work for Rocky Mountain aerial
Surveyors. He loved his job and being outdoors. Mykhayl also
loved to hunt, fish and hike. He is remembered as a very lovable,
outgoing young man. He is survived by his parents, his brother,
the love of his life, aubrey Pieters, his paternal grandparents, and
many other loving friends and relatives.

#1: Jacob Williams ’19 • 281-475-6276 • jsw294@cornell.edu
Corp: Rich Kauffeld ’80 • 917-209-6343 • richard.kauffeld@pwc.com

• IN MEMORIAM • IN MEMORIAM •

In addition to the Brothers memorialized individually
above, the Central Office has been notified of the deaths
of these Chi Psis since the last issue of The P&G

Peter E. Pleuss, I’74
Joseph House Jr., Σ’44
Michael M. McFall, O’55 Daniel M. Kramer Jr., R’50
Fred H. Weber, X’42
Raymond H. Eckles, N’58
William a. Shaffer, BΔ’48
Clarence l. Held, I’54
Gordon l. Millard, YΔ’36

Psi Colony – CORNEll UNIVERSITY
Ithaca, New York
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Join Us for Chi Psi’s 176th Convention at Rollins in Florida and Stay for the Parks!
Come to Winter Park 26-30 July as host alpha Mu Delta at Rollins College celebrates their 40th anniversary. Rollins is a beautiful spot
on the shores of lake Virginia, where Rollins students have been water skiing since 1940. Founded in 1885, Rollins is the oldest college
in Florida (back when there were fewer than 300,000 state inhabitants). Rollins’ first president was a Chi Psi from Middlebury, Edward
Payson Hooker, M’54, a Congregationalist minister who served in that role from the school’s inception until 1892. The lodge of alpha
Mu Delta is located in Hooker Hall. Check in at the Chi Psi website for more details as Convention approaches at www.chipsi.org.

The Chi Psi Executive Council
Verne G. Istock, E’62, #7 . . . Naples, Florida & Chicago, Illinois
James Haltom, Σ’03, Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nashville, Tennessee
James Van Dyke, E’01, Vice Chair . . . . Grosse Pointe, Michigan
Samuel C. Bessey, ΗΔ’97, #23 . . . . . . . . . . Nashville, Tennessee
Steve M. Rickmeier, EΔ’69, Chair . . . . . . . .lake Forest, Illinois
Dennis E. Whitfield, ΑΔ’71 . . . . . . . . . . . . alexandria, Virginia
David O. Woodruff, ΑΔ’81 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .athens, Georgia
William B. Wrightsman, ΗΔ’84 . . . . . . . . . Henderson, Nevada
Kurt Wells, ΜΔ’95 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cincinnati, Ohio
Doug Buglewicz, G’96 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Water Valley, Mississippi
Max Rubin, ΥΔ’08 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Vidul Gupta, ΜΔ’18 - Southeast . . . . . . . . . . . . .Calcutta, India
Jack Capra, O’18 - Mid-atlantic . . . . . . . . . . . .Vienna, Virginia
Nick amini, I’18 - Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . .Northbrook, Illinois
Elliot Gross, XΔ’18 - West Coast . . . . . . . . . .San antonio, Texas
Taylor Rogers, KΔ’17 - Northeast . . . . . . . . . Ocean, New Jersey
Past #7s:
Robert C. Preble Jr., C’44 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . atlantic Beach, Florida
Carleton a. Holstrom, I’57 . . . . . . . . . . . . Pipersville, Pennsylvania
Dr. George W. Ray III, Α’54 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lexington, Virginia
Daniel B. ahlberg MD, N’67 . Bonita Springs, Fla./Golden Valley, Minn.
Council Members Emeritus:
W. David Romoser, ZΔ’65 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mequon, Wisconsin
Michael Kosusko, X’77 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Durham, North Carolina
Harold G. arnwine II, TΔ’86, NΔ’02 . . . . . New York, New York
Council Advisory Board Members:
Dr. John T. austell, B’61 . . . . . . . . . . Columbia, South Carolina
lee Cook, ΑΔ’74 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . atlanta, Georgia
Paul W. landaker, ΗΔ’75, OΔ’79 . . . . . . . . . Portland, Oregon
Craig S. Chelius, QΔ’83 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seattle, Washington
Michael F. O’Neill, X’87 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Westfield, New Jersey
Todd a. Fouts, ZΔ’89 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Edelstein, Illinois
adam Wellman, E’93 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ann arbor, Michigan
Mark S. Puzella, Α’94 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cohasset, Massachusetts
Steven a. Starnes, E’01 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . arlington, Virginia
Jason M. Rericha, RΔ’02 . . . . . . . . . Charlotte, North Carolina
Victor Jaworski, IΔ’07 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Boston, Massachusetts

The Chi Psi Educational Trust, Inc.

Chi Psi Alumni Clubs

Julian B. Emerson, B’80, Chair . . Pawleys Island, South Carolina atlanta area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Holly Stewart
hstewart@chipsi.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 615-736-2520
Steven l. Crow, E’79, Vice Chair . . . . . Charlotte, North Carolina
Jim Phillips, Σ’79 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Greensboro, North Carolina Boston area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Michael Britt, C’11
mbritt.amherst@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 508-231-8103
Harold G. arnwine II, TΔ’86, NΔ’02 . . . . . New York, New York
William l. Warren, M’88 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . atlanta, Georgia Capital area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nick Milonas, E’07
nmilonas@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269-598-4178
Skyler Weinand, N’02 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dallas, Texas
Charlotte area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Messner, ΣΔ’00
emessner@carolina.rr.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 704-366-5728
Chicago area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Rorro, E’10
mrorro@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201-981-2942
Cincinnati area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Moore, RΔ’09
jonepmoore2@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 615-497-3960
Cleveland area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rex Poe, RΔ’10
rex.s.poe@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .440-667-8914
Columbus (Ohio) area . . . . . . . . . . . . .William J. Green, ΜΔ’95
wgreen@watkinsprinting.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . 614-332-3633
Dallas area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Skyler Weinand, N’02
sweinand@regancapital.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 612-600-3650
Denver area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joe Hughes, B’84, YΔ’96
joebhughes@hotmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303-554-9123
los angeles area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Holly Stewart
The Chi Psi Central Office
hstewart@chipsi.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 615-736-2520
Jeffrey Hall • 45 Rutledge Street
Milwaukee area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pete Wilder, I’04
Nashville, Tennessee 37210
pwilder@gklaw.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-213-8840
Phone: 615-736-2520 • Fax: 615-736-2366
New England area . . . . . . . . Bill Hattendorf, ΑΔ’69, Σ’82, Η’83
bill@hatsoffdesign.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 603-283-8950
Web: www.chipsi.org • E-mail: co@chipsi.org
New York City area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Shenberg, P’82
Headquarters Staff:
mshenberg@whitecase.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212-819-8535
Sam Bessey, ΗΔ’97 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Executive Director Philadelphia area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lathrop Nelson, OΔ’97
lnelson@mmwr.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267-258-3748
Donald Beeson, Σ’82, ΥΔ’86 . . . . . . Associate Executive Director
Gabbie Rimmaudo, ZTΑ’12 . . . Director of Education & Growth San Francisco area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mitch Colleran, QΔ’08
mitchcolleran@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 206-799-0716
Holly Stewart, ΔΔΔ’15 . Development/Communications Coordinator
Emily DeWitt, GFB’11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program Coordinator Nu Delta alumni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steven Sacco, NΔ’01
sacco7@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-975-7976
Stephen Habat, B’11 . . . . . . . . . Alumni Engagement Coordinator
Dan Hooks, G’15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alpha Visitor
Nick Strelke, ΣΔ’15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alpha Visitor
Want to Start an alumni Club?
Francis Howitt, ΗΔ’16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alpha Visitor
looking to find a Pledge Brother from your alpha?
Rich Merlino, B’16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Extension Coordinator
Contact Holly Stewart at the Chi Psi Central Office
at hstewart@chipsi.org or 615-736-2520.
Kyle Phillips, PΔ’16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Extension Coordinator

