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WELCOME DOUG BASILE, N '82!
Doug is the newest advisor to The Chi Psi Educational Trust, Inc.

IN THIS ISSUE:
T. Denny Sanford, N '58, has made a pledge totaling up to $20 million
to The Chi Psi Educational Trust. The owner and founder of First
Premier Bank, and chairman and CEO of United National Corporation, announced the gift at an Alpha Nu Founders' Day event this May.
Included in his gift is a $10 million matching challenge, making it a $30
million Chi Psi opportunity. Read about his announcement at the event,
and the kind words he had for Chi Psi.
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Doug Basile, N '82, writes a moving tribute to Br. Sanford from the viewpoint of someone who has known him well for nearly 40 years. Learn
about Denny's love for Alpha Nu and Chi Psi, and how he puts his own
personal mantra ("Aspire to inspire before you expire") into action. Br.
Basile's piece includes a call to action for matching Denny's $10 million
gift and why it is so important that everyone take part.

By: Doug Basile, N '82
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T. Denny Sanford is famous for his philanthropy. He has given more
than $1.5 billion of his own fortune to charities and other causes close to
his heart. The Sanford Health brand, which has now gone global, bears
his name because he has given so much to their mission of getting
children across the globe quality healthcare. Here, we lay out a timeline
of some of Denny's many major gifts.
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Dr. Dan Ahlberg, N '67, discusses The Chi Psi Educational Trust and
how Denny's gift to the Trust advances and creates a new era for Chi Psi
Fraternity. You will also read about which programs are funded by the
Trust, its story over many decades, and how it ties in to Denny's goal to
help make Chi Psi the best Fraternity experience possible.

By: Dr. Dan Ahlberg, N '67, past #7

13

PLUS: T. Denny Sanford in pictures, achieving excellence, and "Sunset Philanthropy"
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A LETTER FROM #23 SAM BESSEY
Brothers,
It is an honor and a privilege to be a Chi Psi, and it is my distinct honor
and rare privilege to share this special issue of The Purple and Gold with
the Brothers and friends of Chi Psi Fraternity.
“Aspire to inspire before you expire!” These are more than just words
to T. Denny Sanford, N '58, and he has made a commitment to his Fraternity in the form of a $20 million gift, which includes a $10 million match
challenge. I hope Denny’s leadership will inspire many people to join him
in investing in Chi Psi by meeting his challenge.
You may already know about Denny and his inspirational philanthropy,
and if not, this issue of the P&G will serve as a brief introduction to the man
who has given more than $1.5 billion away over many years.
Br. Sanford has a vision for Chi Psi to be the best Fraternity it can possibly be. Alpha Nu of Chi Psi at the University of Minnesota made a lasting
and positive impact on Denny’s life, as you will read in the pages that follow.
You will also read about the many other organizations that have been
positively impacted by Denny’s generosity. Excellence is pervasive throughout them. Chi Psi now joins that family, and our aim to pursue excellence is
transformed.
Within this special edition of The Purple and Gold, you will read about
Denny's commitment to "sunset philanthropy," as well as how he went from
pursuing excellence as a Chi Psi undergraduate to achieving it (and then
some!) as a successful businessman and philanthropist. There are tributes from his close friends within Chi Psi, Douglas A. Basile, N '82, and
Dr. Daniel B. Ahlberg, N '67. Also, you will learn how The Chi Psi Educational Trust works, and how it will benefit from Denny's unprecedented and impactful leadership.
Above all, you will come away from reading this issue with a high level of understanding and respect for the work Denny has done over
his lifetime to make the world a better place, as well as his deep connections to Chi Psi Fraternity. The volunteer leaders of Chi Psi, our professional staff, and our undergraduate leaders will all work together over the next several months to determine the best ways for us to pursue
excellence together. Denny’s gift is tremendous, and the inspiration it aspires in others will be its greatest and most lasting benefit.
Denny has challenged Chi Psi to raise an additional $10 million, and I am thrilled to share that Skyler Weinand, N '02, is the first to
be inspired! Skyler has pledged to meet Denny’s challenge through a gift of $1 million. And, Nancy "Jill" Jeffrey Kingsley, sister of our late
former #7 Jack Jeffrey, Θ '54 (Williams) has pledged $150,000 to Chi Psi.
Skyler and Jill may be the first to help Chi Psi meet Denny’s vision, but they will not be the last! All of us will work together to pursue the
new level of Chi Psi excellence that Denny has inspired. I hope you enjoy this edition of The Purple and Gold!

Yours in the Bonds and Sincerely,

Sam Bessey, HΔ '97, #23
(615) 405-7623 (cell)
sbessey@chipsi.org
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T HE G I F T

T. DENNY SANFORD PLEDGES $20M
T. Denny Sanford, N '58, owner and
founder of First Premier Bank, and chairman and CEO of United National Corporation, has made a generous commitment of
$20 million to Chi Psi.
Denny made history at an Alpha Nu
Founders' Day event at the University of
Minnesota this past May. He stepped to the
podium to give remarks about Chi Psi and
its role in his collegiate upbringing, before
announcing the gift and challenging others to
reach a $10 million match.
"Chi Psi inspired me
to achieve," said Denny.
"I was surrounded by
so many good friends
that were very, very
successful. They set a
great model for me to
follow."
Denny, who says
he was a "bad student"
in high school and in
college, thanked his
Brothers and friends
in Chi Psi who got him
through school and on
a path to success.
"I've been one of the
luckiest people in the
world," Denny continued. "I've worked hard.
I've acquired a lot of wealth. And I've got to
share that wealth."
Denny announced the $20 million gift to
the National Fraternity, and then upped the
offer with a matching challenge of $10 million more. When the match money is raised
over a 10-year period, the total to Chi Psi's
endowment can exceed $30 million.
This is a significant sum for many reasons.
First, of course, it sets a new standard for
giving to Chi Psi. While the Fraternity has
been fortunate to receive large donations and
bequeathments in the past, Br. Sanford's gift

sets a new high-water mark.
Second, the initial gift alone is a significant
investment in Chi Psi, allowing for new and
existing initiatives to develop at a more rapid
pace.
Last, and certainly not least, the gift from
Denny shows a tremendous faith in the
leadership of Chi Psi to continue aggressively
pursuing its goals of making Chi Psi the best
four-year undergraduate experience it can
possibly be.
An apt metaphor for Denny's vision and

belief in Chi Psi is that it has the potential to
be the Augusta National Golf Club of fraternities. With his help, Chi Psi is on its way.
Denny's belief that Chi Psi has been an
integral part of his tremendous success is a
testament to the tight-knit community that
the Fraternity fosters. He, like many Chi
Psis, is compelled to excellence and to give
back.
"Thank you, thank you, thank you for the
opportunity," Denny said near the end of
his address. "Not only being a member, but
having the friendships I created here at the

University and particularly in Chi Psi. You
pulled me through."
Denny's gift has the potential to fundamentally transform Chi Psi.
The generosity of Denny's gift is truly a
reflection of his lifelong spirit of philanthropy. As you'll read later in this special issue of
The Purple and Gold, he has a long history
of giving away his own personal fortune, and
intends to give all of his wealth away before
he dies.
The man who has worked tirelessly to
amass such a fortune
cares about practicing
his mantra, "aspire
to inspire before you
expire," more than he
preaches it.
And for Denny, Chi
Psi has held a special
place in his heart since
his undergraduate days
at Alpha Nu.
As he said in his
speech at the Founders'
Day event, Denny feels
an obligation to share
the wealth he has accumulated over a successful career, and Chi Psi
is a grateful beneficiary.
Denny ended the
speech in which he announced his gift, by
reiterating the passion he has for the Fraternity and calling for others to match it.
"This is all for Chi Psi," he said. "It means
so much to me. A Brotherhood like I've
never had."

Do you want to thank Denny?
Letters and emails can be sent to the
Central Office and we'll pass them along!
45 Rutledge St., Nashville, TN 37210
jdorn@chipsi.org
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D EN NY I N P I C TU R ES

Denny with Educational Trust Treasurer Skyler Weinand, N '02.
Denny with the late George H. W. Bush, 41st U.S. President, and his
wife and former First Lady, the late Barbara Bush.

Denny chatting with George W. Bush, 43rd President of the United
States.

Denny with golf legends Jack and Barbara Nicklaus.
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Denny accepts his Chi Psi Distinguished Service Award.

Credit: National University

D E NNY I N P I C TURES

From left to right: Doug Basile, N '82, Denny, Thomas Young, N '56, current Alpha Nu #1
Alex LaVone, N '20, and former #7 Verne Istock, E '62.

Denny with the Chancellor of the National University System, Dr. Michael R.
Cunningham (L), and National University President Dr. David Andrews (R) at
the announcement of Denny's $350 million gift to National University in 2019.

From left to right: Skyler Weinand, N '02; Denny; Doug Basile, N '82; Ariel Larin,
N '21. At the Alpha Nu Founders' Day in May 2019.

Denny crouches to chat with a young Sanford Health patient at the 2019 Sanford
International Senior PGA Tour event in Sioux Falls, SD.

Denny enjoys a conversation with Alpha Nu undergraduates Adam Fair, N '21, and Brandl
Moniz, N '20.

Denny with his sons Scott Sanford, N '84 (L), and Bill Sanford (R).
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FEATU RE: A SP I R E TO I NSP I RE BE F O R E Y O U E X PI R E

"ASPIRE TO INSPIRE BEFORE YOU

by Doug Basile, N '82

These days, T. Denny Sanford, N '58,
into Alpha Nu on Apr. 6, 1956 (as the 946th
doesn't look back too often. He is more
Brother).
focused on future aspirations, like finding
Alpha Nu provided Denny his first
cures for diabetes and breast cancer, mitglimpse into a deep Brotherhood. Each
igating divorce via Sanford
Harmony, and providing elite
healthcare through Sanford
Health, especially the pediatric
specialties available within the
Sanford Children’s Hospital.
Denny is focused on being
a father, brother, grandfather,
entrepreneur, sailor, golfer,
venture capitalist, philanthropist,
leader, friend, and a Chi Psi.
Denny is very dear to Alpha
Nu, but we now look forward
Denny and Doug share a laugh.
introducing all Alphas of the
Chi Psi family to Denny, his
committed spirit for philanthropy, and his
individually and collectively striving to better
aspirations for the Fraternity.
themselves academically and professionally,
Once upon a time, Denny was offered
and, above all, determined to be gentlemen
a choice: stay in jail, or attend college. He
with a greater purpose towards actions bigger
smartly chose the latter, and enrolled at the
than themselves.
University of Minnesota, and was initiated
The quest for an elevated and refined life
was a definitive, pivotal point for
Denny. He was mentored by his
big Brother, Daniel B. Nelson,
N '57, and eventually became
a mentor to his little Brother,
Thomas N. Tweeton, N '60.
His Alpha Nu Brothers inspired
Denny to graduate with a B.A.
in Psychology, which he did. His
Alpha Nu experience began a
lifetime of service, of which Chi
Psi has been a beneficiary.
Denny served on the Chi Psi
Executive Council in the 1980s,
and established Alpha Nu's Sanford Scholarship, which provided financial rewards for worthy
undergraduates with financial
needs.
Denny, the self-proclaimed World's Oldest Living Teenager (W.O.L.T.).
He has frequently been a
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Founders' Day class captain and keynote
speaker. His enthusiasm helped revitalize
and continue the mission of Northwestern
Chi Psi Educational Foundation, Inc., owners of the Alpha Nu Lodge. Denny was also
conferred the 132nd Chi Psi Distinguished
Service Award (DSA) in 2008.
But let’s first go back to the year 2002.
A Chi Psi through and through, Denny was
asked to be the keynote speaker at Alpha
Nu’s Founders’ Day that Spring, with the
suggestion that he explain to the undergraduate Brothers what Chi Psi meant to him.
That audience may have been among the
first to publicly hear of his family’s tragedies
and his own troubled youth. His message
also emphasized the importance of relationships one makes in their lifetime, and his
relationships with Brothers from Chi Psi are
amongst his most treasured.
Hours before his Founders’ Day speech,
during an Alpha Nu Lodge tour, Denny
learned of the Nu Lodge’s deteriorating
condition and announced his pledge for a
$100,000 matching gift challenge that night.
That gift inspired Nu alumni and created
Alpha Nu’s 2003–2006 Capital Campaign.
He later agreed to become the Honorary
Chairman of the Capital Campaign and Br.
Daniel B. Ahlberg, N ’67, matched Denny’s
$100,000 gift.
In 2004, during a lead-donor dinner
presenting the scope of needed restoration,
Denny closed the dinner with a surprise, by
increasing his gift to $1,000,000. His spirit
of giving made it an Alpha effort, which
ultimately culminated in a successful restoration of the Lodge, a tighter and more active
alumni nucleus, and a grateful undergraduate
Brotherhood.
That was a defining point of restoring
Nu’s Lodge to its original, circa-1930s glory,
and has been the inspiration that has carried
the Alpha through the Lodge’s new slate roof
and study space renovations this summer.

F E A TU R E : A S P I R E TO I N S P I R E BE F O RE YO U EX P I RE

EXPIRE." - T. DENNY SANFORD, N '58
Now, the Alpha Nu Lodge is unmatched
years will show that it was Denny’s foresight,
Some Brothers have the capacity to match
in physical excellence by any other house
time, and treasure that led the way.
Denny’s gift dollar for dollar, and I hope
on the University of Minnesota campus.
Denny has supplied Chi Psi with an
they will; and I’d be willing to bet my full
Numerous Nu alumni attending the 2019
opportunity to further transform itself and
401K that Denny would applaud it! All of us
Homecoming event this October were elated
who have experienced a perby the condition of the Lodge and the fine
sonal transformation from Chi
gentlemanly qualities demonstrated by the
Psi, has some capacity to invest
undergraduate membership. These intrinsic
to keep Chi Psi elite among
values are Chi Psi’s return on investment.
fraternities and the best fraternal
Now, let's flash back one more time, to
experience for future undergrad2018. Denny, after creating the Horatio
uates.
Alger-Denny Sanford Scholarship Program,
I close with this: one of Densaid, "I wanted to create a program that
ny’s key business leaders, when
would remind students that if someone like
asked to provide a one-line
me can overcome challenges to succeed,
statement about Denny Sanford
they can too."
said, “if you get the chance to
Denny is a generous giver, but why exactly Denny shakes hands with current Alpha Nu #1 Alex LaVone, N '20.
invest with Denny, do it early
does he put his support behind Chi Psi? It's
and enjoy the ride.”
simple. "Something greater" is what Denny
stake its claim to being a preeminent fraterRead the headline of this piece again:
has in mind for Chi Psi.
nity among its peers. We all graduate from
Aspire to inspire before you expire. This
If observations of my time with Denny
school with stronger character than when we
mantra is Denny Sanford. It is his gift.
since 1980 have merit, and using my own
entered because of Chi Psi, so how inspired
Brothers, my money in 2019 is depositwords, then I would offer you this about
are you to pass the legacy along to the next
ed towards Denny’s challenge because he
Denny’s $20 million gift: his vision for Chi
generation of Chi Psi?
inspired me. How about you?
Psi’s future shines bright.
It fits his spirit of significant philanthropy. It helps to improve the human
condition. To make a difference in
the lives or others. It goes to where the
need is greatest to get the most good.
My last point deserves some explanation. When you look at our world
and attempt to solve its problems,
solutions develop with extraordinary
leaders, educators, doctors, engineers,
researchers, parents, philanthropists,
and aspirational curiosity with action.
Chi Psi has a strong history of alumni pioneering excellence and Denny’s
gift will advance Chi Psi so that our
undergraduate Brothers can help solve
these problems.
In 2041, when the Fraternity celebrates its bicentennial and looks back
to 2019, Chi Psi successes over the
Denny and Doug embrace after revealing a portrait of Denny painted by Edward C. Anderson III, N '01.
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Denny, after initially
pledging a $100,000
matching gift to the
Alpha Nu 20032006 Capital
Campaign for fixing
their deteriorating
Lodge, upped his
gift to $1 million.
This allowed the
Lodge to be restored to its original
glory and become
one of the most
impressive buildings
on the University of
Minnesota's campus.
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Denny gifts $16
million for what
would eventually
become Sanford
Children's Hospital,
covering nearly half
of the $34 million
price tag. He said
at the time: "My
primary bent, in
terms of philanthropy,
is directed at small
children, to give
them the opportunity
to realize a full life."
Denny has
partnered to create
a cable channel with
the San Diego Zoo,
for pediatric
hospitals that help
patients find
happiness while
getting a shot or
other treatments.

Credit: GopherHole.com

Credit: West Fargo Pioneer

A TIME L I NE O F M A J O R GI F TS

Denny donates $400
million to Sioux
Valley Hospitals
and Health System
(renamed Sanford
Health). Since then,
he has given almost
$1 billion to Sanford
Health to improve
the quality of life for
children.

Denny gives a $30
million gift to the
San Diego
Consortium for
Regenerative
Medicine in La
Jolla, CA. It was
followed by a name
change to the
Sanford Consortium
for Regenerative
Medicine.

Denny commits to a
$6 million donation
to help fund TCF
Bank Stadium at
the University of
Minnesota. The
donation closed out
the final piece of
private fundraising
the school needed
for the stadium, and
the athletic Hall of
Fame within TCF
Bank Stadium was
named in Denny's
honor.

Denny announces
a $100 million gift
to create a breast
cancer foundation
in memory of his
mother, Edith
Sanford, who died
of breast cancer
when he was just
four years old.

2002 2004 2007 2008 2009 2009

A T I M E L I N E O F M AJO R G I FT S

2013 2013 2014 2018 2018 2019

Credit: KDLT.com

Denny announces a
$70 million gift to a
physics lab in South
Dakota, which was
renamed the
Sanford Underground Research
Facility. It is the site
of the discovery of
the solar neutrino
problem which
won the Nobel
Prize in Physics for
Raymond Davis, Jr.
back in 2002.

Denny gifts the
University of
California, San
Diego (UCSD) $100
million for the
creation of the
Sanford Stem Cell
Clinical Center
at UCSD, the
second-largest
donation in the
University's history.

Denny donates $125
million to Sanford
Health to create
the Imagenetics
program, which
conducts genetic
research, uses
genetic information
for precision
medicine, and
provides genetic
counseling.

Denny begins a $30
million endowment
with the Horatio
Alger Fund, which
provides college
scholarships to
students who have
faced obstacles in
their pursuit of
education (e.g.,
growing up in a
single-parent home).
It is now known as
the Horatio AlgerDenny Sanford
Scholarship
Program.

Denny, continuing
his lifelong quest to
improve the lives of
children everywhere,
donates $30 million
to remodel the San
Diego Zoo's
Children's Zoo.

Denny presents
Chi Psi with a $20
million gift, which
includes a $10
million matching
challenge. The
funds will establish
the T. Denny
Sanford endowment
of The Chi Psi
Educational Trust,
Inc. and will be used
to further Chi Psi's
pursuit of
excellence.

2019

Also in 2019, Denny
gave $350 million to
National University,
which is a private
university for adult
learners, and with its
headquarters in La
Jolla, CA. Denny's
gift will decrease
tuition costs for
students, among
other things. The
school will be
re-named Sanford
National University.
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WHAT I S: "SU NSET P H I L A NTHR O P Y "

EXPLAINING SUNSET PHILANTHROPY
"We make a living by what we get. We
make a life by what we give.” - Sir Winston
Churchill

that it's not enough to just achieve whatever
level of success we can do while we are alive
on this earth, but, rather, take whatever we
have and turn it into something significant."
This Churchill quote describes the
By expanding on the idea of The Giving
motivation of a group of
Pledge to give away as much of his wealth
modern billionaire philanas possible, Denny has promised to make
thropists, including Denny
an even bigger difference in the world.
Sanford, who are part of a
Committing to sunset philanthropy and
movement known as "sunset
publicly pledging to "die broke" will have an
philanthropy."
immeasurable impact - even more so than
The term is a promise to
his fellow philanthropists in The Giving
society. It is a commitment
Pledge.
to giving back to communiDenny's donations have already made
ties around the world who
transformative improvements in global
are underserved in some
healthcare, especially for children, through
capacity.
Sanford Health. He is also actively funding
Sunset philanthropy,
the search for a cure to both breast cancer
Denny
and
former
#7
Dr.
Dan
Ahlberg,
N
'67,
unveil
the
donor
list
of
the
as a concept, is relatively
and diabetes, as well as important medical
Alpha Nu Capital Campaign after Denny committed $1 million to the project.
straightforward: to give away
and scientific research.
as much money as you posAnd, of course, Denny continues to
sibly can before the end of your life. It puts
tinues to succeed and enrich, and affords
make investments in those organizations
an expiration date on one's philanthropic
him the opportunity to build the life and
where he feels a connection, like Chi Psi
giving, commensurate only with their passing. legacy he's always dreamed of.
Fraternity.
As Denny puts it, sunset philanthropists
More than 200 billionaires from at least
Denny's legacy will contain many chapters,
like himself plan to "die broke." The idea of
20 countries and a wide range of generabut perhaps the longest will be to tell the
doing so has been condensed over recent
tions are signed onto The Giving Pledge
story of how he used his wealth to change the
years into something called The Giving
now. That, and the concept of sunset
world for millions.
Pledge, which Denny is also part of.
philanthropy, are
Denny's deciThis was a formal commitment cooked
noble ideas to take
sion to take part in
up by other major philanthropists like Bill
the massive wealth
The Giving Pledge
and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffett. It
of a few who earn
is emblematic of
calls on the world's wealthiest individuals and it and share for the
something he has
their families to give more than half of their
greater good with
always been: somewealth to charitable causes either during their many who need it.
one inspired to
lifetimes or in their will.
When one
make a difference.
It was originally created in "an effort to
has the means,
He will be known
help address society's most pressing problike Denny, it is a
and remembered as
lems." Denny, of course, has taken it a step
selfless and almost
one of the world's
further with his aspiration to give away more
heroic action to give
most generous
than half - all, in fact - of his money.
away time, mongivers, who selflessly
Denny shakes the hand of Pope Francis I.
Following through can be easier said than
ey, and resources
donated his wealth
done, and not for lack of trying. For examto help those less
to a multitude of
ple, Denny has given away more than $1.5
fortunate.
causes. Chi Psis are fortunate to call him
billion dollars in his lifetime. His successful
As Denny has said, "I strongly believe
Brother.
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businesses make money faster than he can
donate it in some cases.
This is the mark of a remarkably successful and exceptionally charitable person.
Denny has built a business career that con-

H O W T O : A C H I E VE TH E PU R S U I T O F EX CEL L ENCE

FROM PURSUING TO ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE
Denny Sanford once spent 31 days, 15
cellence can vary, but it is always something
the world than changing someone's life just
hours, and two minutes behind bars as a
that should be shared.
because you can. Find a passion, no matter
teenager. The rest of his 90-day jail sentence
It is said that a rising tide raises all ships.
how big or small, put a concrete goal on it,
was erased when the Judge approached him
In Denny's case, that means his generosity
and follow all the way through.
with a deal.
raises more philanthropists, and the ripple
For example, Denny has given about $500
The Judge told Denny he could either
effect will continue positively affecting the
million to National University (including a
stay in jail, or show his dedication to getting
world for generations to come.
recent gift of $350 million), with whom he
better by attending college. As you know,
In the same way, every Brother of Chi Psi has previously partnered for the Sanford
Denny chose the latter.
can become a rising tide and raise the fleet
Harmony Program and Sanford Inspire.
After graduating from the University of
around them. It's never too late to start, and
The programs, which fosters mutual commuMinnesota, thanks in no small part to his
never too late to do good; whether an under- nication and compassion in pre-teens, and
Alpha Nu Brothers, Denny went on to build graduate rallying the Alpha to hit a philanprovides free professional development for
a legendary career and life, and to become
thropy goal, or a retired father running in his teachers, respectively, took many years of
one of the world's
research to develop.
most generous
Denny's inphilanthropists.
vestment in those
Denny took the
programs and his
Chi Psi mantra of
initial partnership
"Pursue Excellence"
with National
to heart, establishUniversity were
ing himself as an
inspired by causexemplary busies he truly cares
nessman early on,
about. They were
and then achieving
assigned long-term
excellence with First
goals, and eventuPremier Bank in
ally blossomed into
1986.
successes.
Since then, he's
Not all Brothlived by the phrase
ers of Chi Psi will
you see repeated
achieve excellence
numerous times
the way Denny has.
Denny admires his Distinguished Service Award from Chi Psi, conferred in 2008 (DSA number CXXXII).
throughout this
Building a multi-bilissue of The Purple
lion dollar fortune,
and Gold: "Aspire
giving away nearly
to inspire before you expire."
first charity 5K. There is always some way
as much, and winning honors like the HoraSo, what can be learned from the man
to do good, spread the wealth, and achieve
tio Alger Award are high benchmarks.
who began his career at the University of
some level of excellence.
But there's merit in the thought that
Minnesota on scholastic probation, fresh
Most Chi Psis will probably never get
turning an individual pursuit of excellence
out of jail? How can Chi Psis everywhere go
that chance to meet or interact with Denny.
into something positive and meaningful for
from the noble act of pursuing excellence, to But, by learning about his philanthropic
others, can lead to achieving excellence.
successfully achieving it?
endeavors, one can develop a template for
Denny - who sees tremendous value in the
Well, success comes in all shapes and
excellence.
national Fraternity's impact on local Alphas
sizes. It doesn't necessarily mean owning
If you find yourself with an opportunity
like his own - thinks Chi Psi and its Brothers
vast sums of money, or creating your own
to make a difference like Denny has, take
can be excellent. He's even putting money
business, or even graduating with honors. Ex- advantage of it. There is no better feeling in
on it. Let's prove him right.
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THE CHI PSI EDUCATIONAL TRUST:
by Dr. Dan Ahlberg, N '67, past #7

Sam Bessey, #23, HΔ '97, and I met with
more than $500,000 to establish the Trust
years ago, the Mid-Year Leadership Retreat
T. Denny Sanford, N '58, at his La Jolla,
endowment. Since then, the Trust has
(MYLR) was added and has been extremely
CA home the morning of Saturday, Apr.
raised several million dollars through capital
beneficial to all of our Alphas.
13, 2019. Denny had just returned from
campaigns, significant gifts and bequests.
Through the management contract with
Augusta National Golf Club and was anxious However, the Trust has never reached an
the Fraternity, established in the early 2000s,
to watch the Saturday rounds of the Masendowment level necessary to perpetuate
the Trust continues to support its own operters on television. Neither Sam nor I knew
itself and accomplish many necessary, but
ation and the Fraternity. A cash gift ensured
what would result from our visit, but both
greater projects.
that our beautiful Central Office, located
of us were certain that the time had come
Let us remember, that the Trust has been just South of downtown in Nashville, TN,
to engage Denny in a discussion that would
very successful and has greatly supported the was purchased while subsequent fundraising,
dramatically change our Fraternity. We left
Fraternity in many ways. Chi Psi has a wonespecially from the Jeffrey family, occurred.
Denny before the Masters coverage began
derful scholarship and fellowship program,
The building is now known as Jeffrey Hall.
and since have been gratefully contemplating supports the funding of two annual issues
Over the past 15 years, we have increased
that Saturday morning.
of The Purple and Gold, and maintains an
the corpus of the Trust about 300 percent.
A public announcement of Denny's $20
increasing number of educational programs
As much as has been done during the last
million gift occurred on May 17, 2019 during and leadership training events, all through
century, much has been left undone. Those
the Alpha Nu Founders’ Day Banquet.
the Trust.
Brothers involved with the Trust have always
Since, Chi Psi has moved forward developMany of our scholarships are endowed
recognized the need and hoped and worked
ing details and plans. Although we cannot
with restricted funds within the Trust, so
for what now is happening.
know all that will happen, we do know
they perpetuate. The Trust has been able to
The Educational Trust will soon enter
for certain that establishing the T. Denny
increase scholarships awarded threefold over its second century, and as it does will have
Sanford Fund (TDS Fund) of The Chi Psi
the past 15 years.
the endowment from Denny to accomplish
Educational Trust will have an immense and
Some of our educational programs are
much more.
decades-long positive impact on Chi Psi.
endowed, such as the yearly Oliver and
Br. Sanford’s love for Chi Psi began and
Understanding all this requires a review of Marie Rowe Regional Conferences and the
is centered amongst his Alpha Nu Brothers
our Educational Trust. The 1926 ConvenO. Neill and Parkie Emmons Alpha Manand the Lodge at 1515 University Avenue,
tion established the Trust, but the need to
agement Retreat (AMR) program. A few
the head of Fraternity Row at the University
better finance a
growing Chi Psi
was recognized
at least a decade
earlier. Thirty
Alphas had been
chartered by 1912
and the need for
a Central Office
and Executive DiSteven L. Crow, E '79 Julian B. Emerson, B '80 Skyler Weinand, N '02 Richard R. Burns, E '68 Dennis E. Whitfield, AΔ '71
rector was recogChairman
Vice-Chairman
Treasurer
Cave Creek, AZ
Alexandria, VA
Charlotte, NC
Pawley's Island, SC
Dallas, TX
nized. Slip Slifer,
E '12, accepted
that responsibility
in 1921.
By 1928, the
Fraternity had
Charles V. O'Boyle, X '86 Harold G. Arnwine II, TΔ '86, NΔ '02 William L. Warren, M '88
William J. Green, MΔ '95
pledges totaling
Providence, RI
New York, NY
Atlanta, GA
Columbus, OH

THE CHI PSI EDUCATIONAL TRUST
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A SECOND CENTURY AND A NEW ERA
of Minnesota. Since the early 2000s,
Denny has not only been the largest
financial supporter of Alpha Nu, but the
spiritual leader of the Alpha. Whether
it is entertaining Brothers in his suite at
Gopher football games, attending Homecoming, speaking at Founders’ Day, or
attending major Lodge events, Denny’s
enthusiasm and support for Dear Old
Alpha Nu is always present and unwavering.
Brother Sanford is now giving the
same for all of Chi Psi, thus providing
opportunities only previously imagined.
Once fully operational, the TDS Fund
will generate income to support the educational facilities of our existing Lodges.
Funds will be available for improving our
existing programs and for improving the
educational capacities of Jeffrey Hall.
Obviously, Denny is giving Chi Psi not
just money, but the vision and encouragement to work toward and accomplish
these goals.
The challenge is to continue to raise
additional funds, not just to rely on what
we have or what Denny is doing. A growing endowment continues to provide additional resources to further the Pursuit
of Excellence and ensure that Chi Psi is
the best Fraternity experience possible.
Above all, Denny believes that it is
a responsibility and an opportunity to
provide today's and future generations of
undergraduates with a Chi Psi experience
that defines and encourages a better life.
The TDS Fund provides the resources needed for the second century of the
Educational Trust. It opens a new era
and is a bold step forward for the Trust. I
am confident that with Denny’s spirit and
leadership, the Educational Trust will
undertake these responsibilities quickly
and grow rapidly into its second century
with greater purpose and resolve.

What does The Educational Trust do?
Supports existing Lodge educational
facilities
Funds needed undergraduate
programs like mental health services
and risk management education
Helps develop and support
educational programs like the
Mid-Year Leadership Retreat and
Program for Self-Development.
Funds over $115,000 in scholarships
and fellowships each year
Supports production of at least two
issues of The Purple and Gold each
year
Facilitates alumni events around the
country to bring Brothers together

14

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Columbus, OH
Permit No. 4416

The Purple and Gold, Journal of Chi Psi Fraternity
Jeffrey Hall, 45 Rutledge St., Nashville, TN 37210-2042

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

20 MILLION NEW REASONS TO INVEST IN CHI PSI!
Make all checks out to "The Chi Psi Educational Trust, Inc."
Write "Denny Sanford" on the Memo line
Send to:

Chi Psi Central Office
45 Rutledge St.
Nashville, TN
37210
Equity transfers welcome!

Chi Psi Fraternity
@chipsifraternity

Donate towards Denny's match challenge and help impact future generations of Chi Psis!

@ChiPsiTweets
Chi Psi Fraternity

Visit www.chipsi.org/give for more information.
Scan to visit URL

